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Lenience and Accommodation of Innovation and its People 
Response by Abū Isma’īl Muṣṭafá George DeBerry (حفظه  هللا)  

Al-Imām Ibn al-Jawzī (d.597H) stated: 
“(One of) the greatest trials that afflicts a person, is when he holds 
himself in high regard, and suffices with his own knowledge. This is a 
trial that has blinded most of creation.”1 

Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah (d.728H) stated: 

“Do you not see that the person who exalts himself with falsehood, will 
seek to prove everything which he believes, even if it is incorrect?”2 

Al-Imām Ibn Hibbān (d.354H) mentioned: 
“A person does not raise himself above others until he admires himself and 
feels that he is better than others.”3  

Recently, a short WhatsApp message that I had sent to my dear companion went viral 
and was circulated via social media. It should be known that this advice and reminder 
was intended for a small circle of brothers. The intention was not to reach a wider 
audience. As a result, a group of individuals 4 - well known for their attacks upon the 
people of the Sunnah5 - refuted this 7-minute voice message by producing numerous 
tweets and lengthy videos; claiming that they want “good” for the public. 

However, the reality is their lack of understanding and mischievous effort at 
correction is a clear indication that they should instantaneously refrain from 
speaking against others. Furthermore, they should dedicate their time to learn their 

1 Ibn al-Jawzī, Ṣayd al-Khāṭir, 374. 
2 Ibn Taymiyyah, Majmūʿ al-Fatāwa�, vol. 10, pp. 292. 
3 Ibn Ḥibbān, Rawdah al-ʿUqalāʾ, 61. 
4 https://youtu.be/bktqiZ2KsQ8 
5 https://youtu.be/VDAuq8lE-04 
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religion by traveling and sitting with the scholars of the Sunnah. Only then can they 
recognize how truly distant they are from the teachings of the salaf. 

I will refrain from responding to the bulk of Abū ʿĀliyah’s insignificant speech and his 
supporters; instead, I will dedicate a portion of my time to clarify a few matters with 
intent to guide the laymen (and laywomen) as it relates to their faulty understanding 
of Islamic principles and fundamentals. 

I. The claim that my speech against Ṭāhir Wyatt is baseless due to its lack of 
fundamental evidence from Islām... 

 
What they failed to understand is the following: 
The recording of my audio is available for all to hear and cannot be misconstrued. 
Throughout the brief recording, I clearly inquired as to why Ṭāhir continues to 
remain silent concerning Farrakhan and Shadīd Muḥammad whilst he is well aware 
that the first is upon clear disbelief, and the latter is an open sinner. I spoke against 
Ṭāhir because his stance regarding these two individuals remains unclear. He has yet 
to issue a public clarification in relation to this affair. 
 
 I clearly enquired: "Does this mean that he agrees with these individuals?!" 
 
Consequently, my warning is based on his unwillingness to clarify the truth regarding 
these two individuals and their beliefs. If he were to clarify their mistakes to the 
public upon transparency, he would openly display his opposition to their ideologies. 
However, unfortunately he has refused to clarify his position, until present. 
 
Indeed, it is of great importance that we understand that their (Farrakhan and Shadīd) 
actions indicate an association and possible affiliation with him. This is something 
which harms the Muslims, since if one learns from the deviant, Shadīd Muḥammad, 
they’ll be learning from an open sinner whose speech and actions represent that of a 
racist bigot. Similarly, if an individual were to learn from Farrakhan, this could result 
in a person leaving the fold of Islām. Hence, one might ask: why doesn’t Ṭāhir clarify 
the evil that these two men are upon, to caution the Muslims from being affected and 
corrupted by their deviation? 
 
The individuals who have made feeble attempts to refute my statements whilst 
defending Ṭāhir, fail to realize that my primary focus here is not regarding the praise 
or promotion of Ṭāhir Wyatt. The affair is much greater than that. Ṭāhir delivered a 
(broadcasted) lecture specifically for the Nation of Islām. Thereafter, Louis Farrakhan 
thanked him openly, via social media; explicitly stating that his cooperation with 
them displays the spirit of unity 
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A person with minimal intellect can evidently see that Farrakhan is promoting unity 
in his praise. Does this mean that the Muslims have united with the Nation of Islām? 
Does this mean that the Muslims have joined hands with them and have put all 
differences aside? The false presumptions are endless, but the question still stands: 
Why doesn’t Ṭāhir clarify this affair so that the Muslims are not misguided by this 
explicit mention of unity? 
 
Allāh has placed a tremendous obligation upon the teacher and caller in Islām to 
clarify the truth to the people. This obligation is mentioned in the statement of Allāh: 

 

 َوَال  ِللنَّاسِ  لَتُـبَـيِّنُـنَّهُ  اْلِكَتابَ  ُأوُتوا الَِّذينَ  ِميثَاقَ  اهللَُّ  َأَخذَ  َوِإذْ  ﴿
نَـَبُذوهُ  َتْكُتُمونَهُ   ﴾ُظُهورِِهمْ  َورَاءَ  فـَ

“Remember when Allāh took a covenant from those to whom He 
revealed the scripture, saying to them: you must clarify it to the 

people and not conceal it.”6  
 

 
Shaykh ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Saʿdī (d. 1376H) stated concerning this verse: 

 
“Allāh, the Most High, has taken a covenant from everyone whom He 
has revealed books to, and taught, that they must clarify to the people 
what they are in need of according to what Allāh has taught them (the 
people of knowledge). They must not conceal knowledge or be miserly 
concerning it, particularly when people ask them about this knowledge 
or an instance occurs that mandates clarification.  
In this case, it becomes mandatory upon every person who has 
knowledge to clarify and explain the truth from falsehood.”7 

 
Shaykh Muḥammad al-ʿUthaymīn (d. 1421H), in mentioning the benefits of the foregoing 
verse, wrote:  

                                       
6 Sūrah Āli ʿImrān: 187. 
7 ʿAbd al‐Raḥmān al‐Saʿdī, Taysīr al‐Karīm al‐Raḥmān, vol. 1, pp. 268 
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1. “Allāh, the All-Mighty and Sublime, has taken a covenant upon the 
people of knowledge, that they must clarify it and not conceal it. 

2. A warning against concealing knowledge, because Allāh has mentioned 
this in a manner of admonishment and not in a manner of praise. In 
addition, the Prophet ṣallá Allāhu ʿalayhi wa sallam said: “If someone is 
asked for knowledge but he conceals it, a bridle of Fire will be placed 
upon him.” (Collected by al-Tirmithī). We seek refuge in Allāh from this! 
The meaning (of the ḥadīth) is: a person who conceals knowledge and 
does not voice it, on the Day of Judgment, his mouth will be reined with 
the reins of Hell-fire due to his silence in clarifying the truth.”8 

Shaykh Ṣāliḥ al-Fawzān stated: 
 

“We are obligated to clarify errors and mistakes and we do not give any 
consideration to who [committed them]. The fact that a person has 
done some good (work) and deeds does not prevent us from clarifying 
his errors, so that others may avoid those mistakes, or so that he 
himself may retract his errors. Remaining silent because a person has 
done some good – or because he is beneficial, and therefore we are 
silent about his mistakes – is incorrect. It is not permissible for us to do 
this. Rather we clarify mistakes so that people can avoid them, and 
accordingly, the individual himself becomes aware and avoids these 
errors. If the people of knowledge were to remain silent about 
mistakes, they would spread, and falsehood and evil would also become 
wide-spread. Thus, it is mandatory to clarify, and our intent is not the 
person, nor to ridicule him, rather our intention is to protect our 
religion.”9 

 
In addition, clarifying the truth is from enjoining good and forbidding the evil;  
another fundamental principle in Islām.  

 
Allāh, the Most High, stated in His Glorious Book: 

 
                                       
8 Muḥammad b. Ṣāliḥ al‐ʿUthaymīn, Tafsīr Sūrah Āli ʿĪmrān, vol. 2 pp. 525. 
9 Dr. Ṣāliḥ al‐Fawzān, al‐Ijābāt al‐Muhimmah fī al‐Mashākil al‐Mulimmah, vol. 1, pp. 121‐122. 
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ْلَمْعُروِف ﴿ ِ َُْمُروَن  َواْلُمْؤِمُنوَن َواْلُمْؤِمَناُت بـَْعُضُهْم َأْولَِياُء بـَْعٍض 
َهْوَن َعِن اْلُمْنَكر  ﴾َويـَنـْ

“The believing men and the believing women are protectors of one another. 
They enjoin good and forbid evil.”10  

 
Imām al-Qurṭubī (d. 671H) explained this verse by saying:  

 
“Allāh, the Most High, has made enjoining good and forbidding evil a 
criterion between the believers and the hypocrites. This proves that this 
act is from the most distinctive characteristics of the believers.”11 

 
Allāh, the Most High, also stated in His Glorious Book: 
 

َهْوَن َعِن اْلُمْنَكِر ﴿ ْلَمْعُروِف َوتَـنـْ ِ َُْمُروَن  ُتْم َخْريَ ُأمٍَّة ُأْخرَِجْت ِللنَّاِس  ُكنـْ
هللَِّ  ِ  ﴾َوتـُْؤِمُنوَن 

“You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind. 
You enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and believe in 

Allāh.“12 
 
Shaykh ʿAbd al-Raḥmān al-Saʿdī (d. 1376H) stated: 

 
“This perfection mentioned by Allāh regarding this nation is based on 
factors that distinguish and elevate them above other nations. They are 
the best of the people for the people, due to their sincerity, love for good, 
propagation, teaching, guidance, enjoining the good, and prohibiting the 
evil. Furthermore, they couple between the efforts of perfecting the 
people and assiduously striving to benefit them; according to their ability, 
in addition to completing themselves by way of their belief in Allāh and 
fulfillment of the rights of faith.”13 

                                       
10 Sūrah al‐Tawbah: 71. 
11 Al‐Qurṭubī, al‐Jāmīʿ lī Aḥkām al‐Qurʾān, Sūrah al‐Tawbah. 
12 Sūrah Āli ʿImrān: 110. 
13 ʿAbd al‐Raḥmān al‐Saʿdī, Taysīr al‐Karīm al‐Raḥmān, vol. 1, pp. 233 
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The Prophet Muḥammad ṣalá Allāhū ʿalayhi wa sallam also reminded his followers of the 
obligation of correcting evil when he said:  

 
“If one of you witnesses a wrong, he should change it with his hand. By 
doing so, he is free from blame. If he does not have the ability to change it 
with his hand, he should change it with his tongue. By doing so, he is free 
from blame. If he does not have the ability to change it with his tongue, he 
should hate it in his heart. By doing so, he is free from blame, and this is 
the weakest level of faith.”14 
 

Abū Bakr al-Ṣiddīq, may Allāh be pleased with him, said:  
 

“I heard the Messenger ṣalá Allāhū ʿalayhi wa sallam say: “If the people 
witness an oppressor and they do not prevent him, it is feared that Allāh 
will punish them.”15 
 
 
 

Al-Ḥafidh Ibn Rajab (d. 795H) stated: 
 

“The statement of the Prophet ṣalá Allāhū ʿalayhi wa sallam regarding the 
person who hates an evil – this being the lowest level of faith – indicates 
that enjoining good and forbidding evil are from the characteristics of 
faith.”16 
 

Ibn al-Nahās al-Dimashqī (d. 814H) stated: 
 

“This narration is clear proof that if a person has the ability to reprimand evil, 
but avoids doing so, he is blameworthy. In fact, he has participated in that very 
evil.”17 

                                       
14 Collected by al‐Nasāʾī in his Sunan, no. 5009. Shaykh al‐Albānī authenticated it in Ṣaḥīḥ al‐Targhīb, no. 

2302. 
15 Collected by Abū Dāwūd. Shaykh al‐Albānī graded it “good” in Ṣaḥīḥ al‐Targhīb, no. 2317. 
16 Ibn Rajab, Jāmīʿ al‐ʿUlūm wal‐Ḥikam, vol. 2, pp. 253. 
17 Ibn al‐Naḥās, Tanbīh al‐Ghāfilīn, 16. 
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It is extremely unfortunate to observe individuals compromising the aforementioned 
fundamental principles of our religion with the justification that: 
 

 We only desire to teach good… 

 We only intend to speak good… 

 We do not wish to warn against anything… 

 We do not want to warn against anyone… 
 

Have they forgotten that clarifying evil, warning against it and its callers are 
indications of sincerity for the people? 
 
Have they overlooked the fact that just as our beloved Messenger ṣalá Allāhu ʿalayhi wa 
sallam called to Tawḥīd and exemplary character, he also warned against shirk and its 
people? 
 
Are they negligent regarding the call of the Messenger ṣalá Allāhu ʿalayhi wa sallam, 
and how he was extremely diligent in warning against: shirk and its people, 
innovation and the people of innovation, lies and liars, deviation and deviants, false 
callers, and open sinners?! Our beloved Messenger ṣalá Allāhu ʿ alayhi wa sallam warned 
against this misguidance so that his followers can remain firm upon the straight path 
which he left them upon. 

 
The Prophet ṣalá Allāhū ʿalayhi wa sallam stated: 
 

“I have left you upon a path so clear that its night is like its day, and 
anyone who strays from it will be led to his own demise.” 18 
 

How is it possible that we are living in latter days, about which our beloved Messenger 
Muḥammad ṣalá Allāhū ʿalayhi wa sallam warned us concerning and this is our 
condition? He ṣalá Allāhū ʿalayhi wa sallam said: 
 

“During the later days, deceiving liars will come to you and inform you of 
matters which you have never heard before. Be aware of them, and do not 
allow them to lead you astray nor to cause fitnah for you.”19 

                                       
18 Collected by Ibn Mājah, no. 43. Shaykh al‐Albānī declared it “good” in Ṣaḥīḥ al‐Targhīb, no. 59. 
19 Collected by Muslim in his Ṣaḥīḥ, no. 7. 
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How can a sincere teacher witness this and persist on remaining silent about 
innovators, deviants and open sinners?! Does he not fear that Allāh will hold him 
accountable for this? 
 
Allāh, the Most High, says:  
 

نِيُّوَن َواْألَْحَبارُ  ﴿ َّ َهاُهُم الرَّ ْمثَ َوَأْكِلِهُم َعن قَـْوهلُِِم   َلْوَال يـَنـْ اْإلِ
 ﴾لَِبْئَس َما َكانُوا َيْصنـَُعون ۚ السُّْحتَ 

“Why do the rabbis and religious learned men not forbid them 
from uttering sinful words and devouring unlawful things? Evil 

20.” indeed is that which they are practicing  
 
 
 
Imām al-Qurṭubī (d. 671H) comments:  

 
“Allāh, the Most High, sharply reprimands their scholars for not 
forbidding them [from doing wrong]: “evil indeed is that which they 
are practicing.”21 

 
Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728H) wrote:  

 
“There is a consensus among the Muslims that the caller to innovation 
deserves punishment… (until he said): If it is decided (by the rulers) 
that he does not deserve punishment, or that it is not possible to carry 
it out, then it is still mandatory to clarify his innovation and warn 
against him. This is from the obligation of enjoining the good and 
condemning evil which Allāh and His Messenger have ordered (in 
Islām).”22  

 
Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah also wrote: 

                                       
20 Sūrah al‐Māʾidah: 63. 
21 Al‐Qurṭubī, al‐Jāmīʿ lī Aḥkām al‐Qurʾān, Sūrah al‐Māʾidah. 
22 Ibn Taymiyyah, Majmūʿ al‐Fatāwá, vol. 35, pp. 414. 
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“It is mandatory to punish every person who ascribes to them (a group 
of innovators), or defends them, or praises them, or exalts their books, 
or is known to assist and support them, or dislikes speaking against 
them, or makes excuses for them, such as: ‘he doesn’t know the issues,’ 
or ‘he does not know that the (innovator) authored the book…’ or other 
types of excuses that are only made by an ignorant person or a 
hypocrite.”23  

 
 
 
 
 
Imām Ibn al-Qayyim (d.751H) stated:  
 

“What religion and what good is there in a person who witnesses 
Allāh’s prohibitions being violated, His limits being neglected, His 
religion abandoned, and the Sunnah of His Messenger deserted, while 
he remains cold-hearted and silent – a mute devil? Just as the person 
who utters falsehood is a speaking devil.”24  

 
Shaykh Muḥammad b. al-ʿUthaymīn (d. 1421) stated: 

 
“If the scholars are silent about the mistakes of the people, they will 
deem their actions to be correct and acceptable, and this will cause 
them to persist (in performing evil deeds). However, if they witness 
(individuals) prohibiting them from these deeds, they will know that 
they are incorrect, and if this is the only benefit derived from the 
clarification of the truth, then this is sufficient. Hence, never deprecate 
clarification of the truth.”25 

 
Shaykh Ṣāliḥ al-Fawzan, may Allāh preserve him, stated: 

                                       
23 Ibn Taymiyyah, Majmūʿ al‐Fatāwá, vol. 2, pp. 132. 
24 Ibn Qayyim, Iʿlām al‐Muwaqqiʿīn, vol. 2, pp. 198. 
25 Muḥammad b. Ṣāliḥ al‐ʿUthaymīn, Sharḥ Bulūgh al‐Marām vol. 5, pp. 239. 
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“It is not allowed to remain silent about the person who deliberately 
deviated from the truth. His condition must be exposed and he must be 
disparaged publicly in order that the people will be cautious of him. It 
should not be said that people are entitled to their own opinion, or that 
there is freedom of speech, or that we should respect the opinion of 
others; similar to what is mentioned nowadays. The issue here, is not 
one of opinion; rather, it is following (the Qurʾān and the Sunnah).”26 

 
Part two to follow… 
Muṣṭafá George 

                                       
26 Dr. Ṣāliḥ al‐Fawzān, Itḥāf al‐Qārī, vol. 1, pp. 113. 


