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It Is Obligatory To Mention The Condition of An Individual When 
Consulted 
By Shaykh Muḥammad ibn Ṣālih al ‘Uthaymīn (رمحه هللا)  

	
Translated by Abū Afnān Muḥammad ‘Abd Allāh ( هللا حفظه ) 
Source: The Explanation of Riyāḍ al-Ṣāliḥīn (pg. 138-140) 

On the authority of 'Aisha who said that a man sought permission to enter upon the 

Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) and the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) stated, "Let him in, for how evil 

a man he is from his people/tribe.”1 

In his explanation of this ḥadīth, Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymīn (رمحه هللا) stated, “This individual 

was a man of debauchery and distrust, and this narration is proof for backbiting the 

individual who is from the people of decadence and distrust. This is so that the people 

become vigilant of his degradation and are not deceived by him. Thus, if you see an 

individual and he is one of debauchery and distrust, yet he has enthralled the people 

with his eloquence and speech and the people take from him and think he is upon 

good, it is incumbent upon you to elucidate to them that there is no good in him and 

speak ill of him so that the people are not deceived by him. How many individuals 

speak well and are eloquent speakers! If you see them, you are pleased by their 

physical appearances and if they were to speak, you would listen. Yet, the reality is 

                                       
1 Al-Bukhārī, The Book of Manners, The Chapter of When it is Permissible to Backbite the People of 
Vice and Doubts, no.5594 
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that there is no good in an individual like this and it is obligatory for you to explain 

his condition.” 

He (رمحه هللا) also mentioned in the same chapter after the ḥadīth of Fāṭimah bint Qays 

when she inquired from the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) about two possible suitors, 

Mu’āwiyah and Abū Jahm, in which the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) stated about Mu’āwiyah, 

“He is poor with no wealth” and he (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said about Abū Jahm, “He beats his 

women” and in another narration, “He does not remove his stick from his shoulder”, which 

is an indication of the same meaning: “In this narration is proof that if a person seeks 

your consultation regarding another individual and you mention the latter’s faults, 

then there is no harm in such. This is because of the fact that this is from the affair of 

advising and not an affair of scandalizing; and there is a difference between the one 

who backbites people only to expose their faults and that which is hidden from the 

people, and the person who speaks from the standpoint of advising.” 

 

 


