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The second chapter: The pillars of Islam
The Shaykh (4 <)) starts the chapter by saying:
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The second chapter: The pillars of Islam.
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The first and greatest pillar of Islam: The Shahadah.

In this lesson, the pillars of Islam will be explained and the first and greatest of them is
the testification of (4 J s 13334 Gf 5 & NN ), that nothing and no one is
deserving of worship except Allah (Hxi 5 4isew) and that Muhammad (e s 4ds & Lo)is
the messenger of Allah (3 5 4s) along with explaining the meanings of this
testification as well as explaining the conditions of La ilaha illa Allah.

( Jbaull gipjg gl el

m P ” HS “Truth has Come and Falsehood has Vanished”



=

PUB

[}

The first part: The pillars of Islam (emﬁT Q‘SJ\ ) uses the word (2)‘53\ )- pillars, which
is the plural form of the word (uij ) — pillar and it is normally used to indicate the
strongest part of an edifice of a building, (szé“{[\ OSH )- This refers to the strongest part
or pillar of a building. Just like columns are pillars of a building, this likewise has the

same meaning.

The definition of Islam.

The definition that the ‘ulema’ (from them Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul Wahhab 4,

4)) have given is that it is
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It is submitting to Allah (a3 5 4s.s) upon tawhid and submitting to Allah with
obedience. This means being obedient to that which He (1~ ¢ 4l=..) has commanded
and being obedient with regards to leaving off that which He has made prohibited and
freeing oneself from associating partners with Allah (= 5 4s.s) and (freeing oneself

from) the people who do so.

Ahadith that prove that the first and greatest pillar of Islam is the Shahadah.

The Shaykh (4 «>)) then mentioned that the greatest of them is the testification that no
one is deserving of worship except Allah (M= s A-ﬂé-m) and that is what he meant when
he said: Aﬂ‘ J g ) oot u\ 5ol YA Y u\ Baleds L@_das\ j\.@JJ\ 5) That
the first of them (and this is derived from numerous ahadith of the prophet ( 4ls 4 e
~9) and from them is the hadith of Ibn “‘Umar (Legs I 2,) Where the prophet said:

Islam is built upon five pillars.
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"Islam has been built on five [pillars]: testifying that there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah (=i s +ilsw) and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah ( ads & Lo
~9), establishing the salah (prayer), paying the zakat (obligatory charity), making the
hajj (pilgrimage) to the House, and fasting in Ramadan. (Bukhart and Muslim)
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Likewise the hadith of Jibril (a2 als):
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'O Muhammad, what is Islam?' He said: 'To testify that none has the right to be
worshipped but Allah (A= s 4ilsx), and that | am the Messenger.” (Ibn Majah)

Likewise the hadith of Ibn Abbas (4 & ;) where Muhammad (plus s & a)

sent Mu‘adh to Yemen and said:
A Jsky a8 A Y G sl ) age 38 QS Al L i &)

“You are going to some people among the People of the Book. Call them to bear
witness that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah (=5 s 4lsw), and that | am
the messenger of Allah.” (Ibn Majah)

All these ahadith are proof that the Shaykh (& +)) mentioned that show that the first of
these pillars is the testification of faith. Likewise this is the greatest of these pillars as
the rest of the pillars; establishing salah, giving zakat, fasting in ramadan and
performing hajj are not accepted until after a person enters into Islam and a person

does not enter into Islam accept after stating the testification of faith.

The best dhikr is La ilaha illa Allah.

There also comes in a hadith narrated by Jabir Ibn ‘Abdillah («s & =)
A YAy KA

'The best of remembrance is La ilaha illa Allah (None has the right to be worshipped but
Allah (=i 5 4la)) (Ibn Majah).

It is the greatest of things that a person can verbalize and say. Without a doubt this is
the greatest of sentences and the most noble of things that a person can say. There

comes in the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar (Legis &1 2)):
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“The best supplication is that on the day of ‘Arafah, and the best thing which | and the
prophets before me have said is, ‘There is nothing deserving of worship except Allah

Alone who has no partner; to Him belongs the dominion, to Him all praise is due, and
He is able to do all things.” (Ahmad and Tirmidhr)

The ‘ulema’ have differed over the authenticity of the following hadith, nonetheless the
meaning, without a doubt is correct. It is the hadith of Abt Dharr (s &) ~2)), that he
came to the prophet and stated: “ya rasil Allah, give me advise. The prophet ( i/ e
s 4.le) said: “If you do a bad action, follow it with a good action and the good action
will erase the bad action.” Then Abu Dharr asked: “Is La ilaha illa Allah from al-hasanat-
the good actions?” He (slws 4ls i =) replied: “It is the best of al-hasanat.”

The meaning of the Shahadah.

What does it mean when a person says ‘Ash-hadu? Linguistically this is a verb in the
Arabic language and the ‘ulema’ stated that the meaning of this verb revolves around
4 words:

1. Al- Hukm ( (:SAJ\ ) which is to pronounce a judgment on something.

2. I'lan( odle ): To inform about something or to make something known.
3. Al-bayan. ( okl ) which is a clarification.

4. Ikhbar ( )\-3;\ ) which is an explanation.

When a person testifies then all the above four terms apply to the individual and are
necessitated by his testification. The person is outwardly announcing, making known
and explaining. When a person says: ‘| testify,” then the meaning of that revolves
around these four terms.

The Shahadah is the first thing that is obligatory upon the mukallaf.

The ‘ulema’ have said that the Shahadah is the first thing that is obligatory on the
person who will be taken to account for his actions. The first thing that is obligatory on
the Muslim is that he verbally makes this testification and that he is upon tawhid. This
differs from the people of ahlul-kalam.

The false explanation of La ilaha illa Allah according to Ahlul Kalam.
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The people of Ahlul kalam said the first obligation upon the individual is an-nazr, that a
person should investigate the proofs for Allah (=3 5 4isws)'s existence or al qast ila an-
nazr, that he has the intention to do so. Some even go to the extreme and say the first
obligation upon an individual is to doubt and refuge is sought from Allah (A 5 4lsa). All
of these are falsehood. The correct position which is the position of Ahlul Sunnah is that
the first obligation upon the individual is the shahadah; the tawhid and the testification of

faith. Tawhid is the first obligation in Islam.

Tawhid is the last obligation that is incumbent upon an individual before he

leaves this dunya.

It is a condition that he dies upon tawhid in order to enter Paradise. There is an
authentic narration:

Aaadl Jan 4 V) Al Y AadS AT S e

"He whose last words are: "La ilaha illa Allah (There is no true god except Allah ( s tilsuw
=) will enter Jannah.” (Abld Dawiad)

The meaning of La ilaha illa Allah.

It is to negate everything that is worshipped besides Allah (. 9 4l=..). When the
individual says illa Allah, he affirms that Allah (=3 5 4is.s) Alone is deserving of
worship. Linguistically the ‘ulema’ said that it means there is nothing worshipped in
truth except Allah. The ‘ulema’ also mentioned that this statement is based upon two

pillars.

1. ( @-ﬂ‘ ) An-Nafi — Negation.
2. (<EY)) Al-thbat — Affirmation.

o @-\5‘ ) An-Nafi —Negation means when a person says La ilaha, he is negating
that anything other than Allah (=3 5 4s.) is deserving of worship. Then the
person makes Ithbat that Allah (15 5 4isxn) Alone is the only one deserving of
worship. The first part, the negation is essentially ( ‘LUELLXL.’ o) ): disbelieving
anything that is worshipped other than Allah (> s ;)
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e The second part: ( <GSy ) Al-Ithbat — Affirming ones iman and tawhid that only
Allah (A= s 4ls.s) is deserving of worship. Allah mentions in the Qur'an:
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"Whoever disbelieves in Taghiit and believes in Allah (i 5 4), then he
has grasped the most trustworthy handhold" [Sirah Al-Bagarah 2:256]

This ayah is an example of this negation and affirmation. We see this in numerous
verses in the Qur'an, for example when Allah (J=3 5 4sw) mentions about Ibrahim ( 4l
d.Jl), that he said to his father:

A6 ok A Y) grup GRS e 3103 () 4By 4 a5l J8 35
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“And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said to his father and his people:
"Verily, | am innocent of what you worship. Except Him (i.e. | worship none but

Allah (Aui s 4aus) Alone) Who did create me, and verily, He will guide me.”[Sirah
Al-Zukhruf 43: 26-27]

Ibrahim (s3\.J! 4Je) negated the false deities that his people worshipped.

Allah (s 5 4dss) mentioned that Ibrahim (25! 4l¢) said “I am free from what you

worship.” This is the meaning of La ilaha and Ibrahim negated that those false deities
were deserving of worship. Ibrahim affirmed “except for the One who created me,” this
represents ‘illa Allah,” the affirmation that Allah (J3 5 4isu) Alone is deserving of
worship.

When the individual mentions this negation and affirmation, he should be cognizant and
have knowledge of that which he is disavowing and negating. He is negating anything
that is worshipped other than Allah (J= s 4ils.). He is negating them being deserving of
any worship and he is affirming that only Allah (= 5 4ils.s) is deserving of worship.

(g-ﬂ-'\eﬂ ‘7\-:‘9"-' N ) The ‘La’ in La ilaha negates everything that comes after it.
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When a person says this sentence La ilaha illa Allah, the Arabic grammarians have
said that the ‘La’ in La ilaha is called (u-ﬂ-\éjj R ) it negates what comes after it in
the absolute sense. This negation from La normally comes before a nominal sentence
(‘*—*MY‘ ‘\l«g‘ ) and the nominal sentence in Arabic is comprised of two things:

1. Al-Mubtada’ ( 122l ) _The subject
2. Al-Khabr ( ol ) — The predicate (or information about the subject)

The (J—i&) Khabr has been omitted in the sentence La ilaha illa Allah.

o7

In the sentence La ilaha, the (=) is not there and the people of Ahlul Sunnah state
that what is understood by this sentence is (fﬂi Y\ Csé-\ 5‘9;\ Y ), nothing is worshipped
in truth except Allah (= 5 4ilsas). The ‘ulema’ of Ahlul Sunnah said that the (J—f&) in
this sentence is ( &—Uiﬁé ) — inferred, meaning it is not verbalized. It is not verbalized
because it is well known what is meant by this sentence. This omission of the ()—33) is

something that is common in the Arabic language.

Imam Malik (4 «>,) has a book of poetry regarding Arabic Grammar called Al-Afiyyah

which is used as a reference for Arabic Grammar. In it he says:
el 4 g a3l el 130 % ) Jalid L 13 L

He said that this is common in the Arabic language with regards to (u-n-\Aﬂ Al p ): the
‘La’ that negates everything that comes after it. The ()—35) is frequently not mentioned if

the apparent meaning is known. In the sentence La ilaha illa Allah, it (=) was

common and it was known.

@

Why do we say (453i Y‘ L’éﬂ )- worshiped in truth except Allah?

The ‘ulema’ of Ahlul Sunnah stated that the meaning which has been deleted in this
sentence, that none is worthy of worship except Allah (=3 5 4ils.s) is because first of
all, the point of contention between the prophets and their people was not the
existence of Allah (= 5 4sw) because Allah mentions about the mushrikin of
Quraysh:
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“And if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: "Allah (A 5 4ila).”
[Strah Az-Zukhruf 43: 87]
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“And if you (O Muhammad (plws 4= & 1<) ask them: "Who has created the
heavens and the earth,"” they will certainly say: "Allah (A s 4aww).” [Sirah
Lugman 31: 25]

The point of contention was not the existence of Allah (, Jud ¢ Alaad),

The point of contention was that Allah (=3 5 4ilsus) Alone was worthy of worship
because these individuals associated partners with Allah with regards to Allah ( s 4ilsus
=3)’s worship. The proof of this is Allah (= 5 4ilss)’'s statement:

P a _ b, z
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"Has he made the aliha (gods) (all) into One llah (God - Allah)? Verily, this is a
curious thing! [Strah Sad 38:5]

The point of contention was that Allah (Jx 5 4ils.) Alone was worthy of worship and
nothing and no one else was worthy of worship. Likewise there comes in other verses of
the Qur'an where Allah (= 5 4ils.s) mentioned that Allah Alone is deserving of worship

and that nothing else is deserving of worship. Allah (S 5 4sw) says:
4 2 s o Al o, @ % &% s g ®F . P
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“That is because Allah (A« s <) He is the Truth (the only True God of all that

exists, Who has no partners or rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists)
invoke besides Him, it is Batil (falsehood).” [Surah Al-Hajj 22: 62]

In this verse Allah (=5 5 4sau) coupled the fact that Allah is the only One deserving of
worship and that anything that is worshipped besides Allah is done so in falsehood. This
means that nothing is deserving of worship except Allah (x5 5 4s.s). This is the proof
with Ahlul Sunnah that the ()—35) has been deleted in this sentence, which is inferred
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when we say La ilaha illa Allah (&T Y\ LSA—' B‘QJ Y ), due to the fact that this was the
point of contention. Likewise the fact that Allah (=3 5 4lsws) mentioned that Allah Alone
is the Truth and the only One deserving of worship and anything else that is worshiped
besides Allah (a3 5 4lsus) is falsehood.

The false explanation of Ahlul Kalam for the word ‘ilah’

The ‘ulema’ indicated that the people of Ahlul Kalam have stated in their explanation of
La ilaha illa Allah that the word ‘ilah means Ar-Rabb- The Lord or Al-Khalig- The
Creator, or Al-Qadir ‘ala al-ikhtira“" - The One who has the ability to create something
from nothing or to create something new. Ahlul Kalam stated that the word that was
inferred was the word ‘existence.’ ( LPES) ). What they said is essentially that there is no
Lord in existence except Allah (x5 5 4s) and this is a false explanation of La ilaha illa
Allah. This explanation is not correct from a linguistic point of view, nor is it correct in
light of the verses that have come regarding this as well as the ahadith of the prophet
(s asls 4 o). This is because the point of contention between the anbiya’ and their
people was this point; that only Allah (= 5 4is.) is worthy of worship. The point of
contention was not the existence of Allah (= 5 4ils.s) as the mushrikin affirmed the
existence of Allah (i 5 4sen). The point of contention was that Allah (s 5 4ilss) was

the only God worthy of worship and this is why the verse was mentioned earlier:
® E ot ) @ z _ : “ &R 2P
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"Has he made the aliha (gods) (all) into One llah (God — Allah)? Verily, this is a
curious thing!” [Stdrah Sad 38:5]

Tawhid and La ilaha illa Allah establish the fact that nothing is worthy of worship except
Allah (= 5 4ilses) and anything that is worshiped other than Allah (= 5 4ilsws) is done

so in falsehood.

The call of tawhid is the reason why Allah created jinnkind and mankind.

Tawhid is the reason why Allah (= 5 4ls.s) sent messengers. Allah (e 5 4lsus) stated

with regards to creating jinnkind and mankind:
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“And | did not create the jinns and humans except to worship Me” [Strah Adh-
Dhariyat 51: 56]

The tafsir of this ayah is that they should single out Allah (J3 5 4s) with all worship,
meaning that they worship only Allah and that they should not associate any partners
with Allah (= 5 4lss) in regards to His worship.

All the messengers (ém"j Al a@—\h) were sent with the message of Tawhid.

Likewise with regards to sending messengers, the prophet (V'L”ﬁ ade & ) mentioned

numerous ahadith which exemplify and illustrate that Allah (x5 5 4ls) has sent the
messengers (2 Sl L) with the message of tawhid. Allah says:

PSR R PP R P S IR VAV A B (A R A
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“And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger
(proclaiming): "Worship Allah (A« § 4law) (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from)
Taghat (all false deities, etc.i.e. do not worship Taghiit besides Allah s 4ilaw)
(=9).” [STrah An-Nahl 16: 36]

Allah (s 5 4laas) also said:
2@ Lo gz 2 @ R o R O oy %
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“And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad (aluy 4de 4 a)
but We inspired him (saying): La ilaha illa Ana [none has the right to be
worshipped but | (Allah)], so worship Me (Alone and none else)." [SGrah Al-Anbiy&’
21: 25]

Specific examples of Allah sending different prophets with the same message:

Tawhid.

There are other ayat where Allah (x5 5 4s.s) specifically mentions different anbiya’ and
their messages to their respected people. From the clearest verses with regards to this
is what is mentioned in Sdrah Al-A‘raf where Allah (i 5 4s) mentions numerous
anbiyd’ and their messages to their people, starting with Nah (#Sld! 4le):
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Indeed, We sent Niih (Noah) to his people and he said: "O my people! Worship
Allah( A« 5 4a) | You have no other llah (God) but Him. (La ilaha ill-Allah): none
has the right to be worshipped but Allah). [Sdrah Al A'raf 7: 59]
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“And to ‘Ad (people, We sent) their brother Hiid. He said: "O my people! Worship
Allah(Ax 5 <) | You have no other llah (God) but Him. (La ilaha ill-Allah): none
has the right to be worshipped but Allah).” [Strah Al A'raf 7: 65]
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“And to Thamiid (people, We sent) their brother Salih (Saleh). He said: "O my
people! Worship Allah! You have no other llah (God) but Him. (La ilaha ill-Allah):
none has the right to be worshipped but Allah).” [SGrah Al A‘raf 7: 73]

455 4 wesmm 582 o 58 b OBl aAAT (gda (15 )
“And to [the people of] Madyan [We sent] their brother Shu‘ayb. He said, "O my
people, worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him.”. [STrah Al A‘raf 7: 85]

All of these messengers; Nih, Had, Salih and Shu‘ayb all came with a message of
tawhid. Allah (=5 5 4ss) mentioned this in a general sense and then gave specific
examples of different messengers (%07 % ..5) and the messages that they came
with which was the message of tawhid. Likewise Allah (= 5 4ilsw) mentions with

regards to what ‘Tsa (»5LJ) 4k¢) said in Strah Al-M&’idah:

4 g,’s;;j@;a&\ \;“\um “”\u‘j\}@u&su%

"Never did | say to them aught except what You (Allah) did command me to say:

'Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.” [Strah Al M&'idah 5: 117]
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We mentioned earlier the hadith when the prophet (L «ls 4 L) sent Mu‘adh Ibn

Jabal («s & _2,) to Yemen.
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“You are going to some people among the People of the Book. Call them to bear
witness that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah (J= s 4lsxs), and that | am
the messenger of Allah.” (Ibn Majah)

The prophet told Mu‘adh that if they accept the testification of faith then inform them
that Allah (= 5 4ls.s) has obligated five daily prayers and then he mentioned the rest
of the hadtth.

A clear sign that a person or group giving da‘'wah is upon misquidance.

This is the message of the anbiya’ and the messengers. Any person who is giving
da‘wah and does not call the people to tawhid, and explain what tawhid and shirk is
and what nullifies that tawhid is upon misguidance. If the person knows what he is
negating when he says La ilaha illa Allah and knows that nothing is worthy of worship
except Allah (=3 5 4sas), he disbelieves in Taghat (all the false deities that are
worshiped other than Allah (= 5 4ls.s), if @ person knows this, he can avoid it. If he
knows what tawhid is and what nullifies tawhid, then this is the call of the anbiya’. So if
a person is involved in da‘wah or if there is a group that is involved in da‘wah but they
do not call to tawhid, this is a clear sign that they are calling to misguidance because
they are not upon the da‘'wah of the prophet (- 4ls Al ) and the messengers and
prophets before him (3323 8 ~I£). This is the clearest indication that these people

are upon falsehood.

Major Shirk nullifies all of a person’s good deeds.

Not only are they upon falsehood but they are cheating the Muslims and cheating
their communities. This is because they are not explaining to them the greatest of
affairs and the greatest good deed which is tawhid and explaining the most severe of
the major sins and that is associating partners with Allah (x5 5 4s.s) and if a person
does so, it nullifies all of his actions. Allah (= 5 4ilsw) mentioned:
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“Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah (Jai 3 4ilasw),
then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his abode.
And for the Zalimiin (polytheists and wrong-doers) there are no helpers.”

[SUrah Al-M&’idah 5: 72]

Likewise Allah (i 5 4sa) mentioned another verse:
& oAl (e G385 Al Ghidld SR540 Gy

"If you join others in worship with Allah (.Jx 5 4las), (then) surely (all) your
deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the losers." [Surah Az-Zumar
39:65]
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"But if they had joined in worship others with Allah (A 5 4lax), all that they used
to do would have been of no benefit to them." [Sirah Al-An‘am 6:88]

So the call of the prophets is tawhid and calling to this testification of faith. La ilaha illa
Allah negates everything that is worshiped other than Allah (=3 5 4lsws) and affirms that
only Allah (3 5 4w is deserving of worship.

The second half of the shahadah &b :531“) KVES L_J\ $ That Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah (ehws 4ds 4l o).

Shaykh Al-Islam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab (£ <)) gives a very beautiful
explanation of the second half of the shahadah and said it is comprised of four things:

1. Believing in everything that he informed us of. There is an authentic
narration that says that the prophet is as-sadiq, al-masduq; the truthful one that
is believed.

2. Obeying the prophet in that which he has commanded. Allah (A 5 4ilaw)

says:
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“And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad aluy 4c & L) gives you,
take it” [Sarah Al- Hashr 59: 7]
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“If you (really) love Allah (.J«i 5 4laxa) then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic
Monotheism, follow the Quran and the Sunnah), Allah will love you.” [Sirah
Al- ‘Imran 3: 31]

Allah (=3 5 4dsss) has commanded the Muslims to follow the prophet (vl s «ls & o).

Allah says in another verse.
4 Ot 1 saslal 5 0 1 sadal | skl Gl (g3 G

“O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger.” [Strah An-
Nisa’ 4: 59]

Muhammad (b5 ads &) o) said:

A ar 38 Jlae Gayadl gl 8 ekl Ga
“Whoever obeys me, obeys Allah (A s 4lsx), and whoever disobeys me,
disobeys Allah.” (An-Nasa’)

3. Avoiding what the prophet (.l «ls & o) said was impermissible.
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“And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad (alus 4dc & 1<) gives you,
take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it)” [Strah Al- Hashr
59: 7]

4. The Muslim should not engage in any act of worship except that it is in
agreement with the Sunnah of Muhammad (alwy 4de 4 Le). The ‘ulema’
have mentioned that the affairs of worship are tawgqifiyyah and it is not
permissible for the Muslim to engage in any act of worship unless he has
proof that it is an act of worship from the Sunnah of the prophet ( 4ks & e
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~9) and in doing this act of worship, the individual should adhere to the
Sunnah of the prophet (whws «e & Lo).

The two conditions for the acceptance of any act of worship.

The ‘ulema’ have mentioned that there are two conditions for any act of

worship to be accepted by Allah (A3 5 4ilaw),

1. lkhlas. The act of worship is done strictly for Allah (A= 5 4ilsus), The
individual has sincerity in doing so.

2. Mutaba‘ah. The individual adheres to the Sunnah of the prophet when he
carries out that action.

The branches of L3 ilaha illa Allah should be explained after its conditions.

The Shaykh (4 «>~,) mentioned that after the teacher explains the meaning of La ilaha

illa Allah and what it means with regards to negating anything and everything that is
worshipped besides Allah (=3 5 4ls) and affirming that only Allah is deserving of
worship, he should explain the conditions (shurtt) of La ilaha illa Allah as well.

Next week’s lesson will begin with the seven or eight conditions that have been
mentioned by the ‘ulema’ with regards to La ilaha illa Allah and what these conditions
mean and necessitate. We will also carry on with the other arkan al-Islam mentioned by
the Shaykh (4 «~)) in these treaties.
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