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The Qur’an Is The Speech Of Allah. It Is Uncreated.
S g2 G52 5 e B1 3987 ST

“The Qur’an is the statement of Allah that was sent down, It is not created from

any of its aspects.”

The statement of these two Imam'’s is the established belief of Ahlul Sunnah concerning
the Qur'an. The Quran is the name for the speech that Allah (Jw 5 <~..) sent down upon
His messenger Muhammad (..- 5 <k & _L-). The Qur'an is the speech of Allah. However,
it is not all of the speech of Allah. It is from the speech of Allah and it was sent down to
Muhammad (.. s <k & o) by way of Jibril (»5L4 «Ac) who conveyed it. That which is
conveyed is uncreated. It is an innovation and considered Kufr (disbelief) to believe

that the Qur’an is created. Both these Imam’s held this opinion.

Allah (s , <~..) Refers To The Qur’an As Speech:
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“Allah has sent down the best statement, a Book (this Qur’an), its parts
resembling each other in goodness and truth, oft-repeated” [Sarah Az-
Zumar 39: 23]
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Allah (4w 5 «\~..) used the word’s (w-k;\ ~>1) ‘the best of hadith.” to refer to His

speech. The term hadtth in Arabic is a reference to something comprised of speech.
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“And who is truer in statement than Allah?” [SGrah An-Nisa’ 4: 87]
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“Then in what statement after this (the Qur’an) will they believe?” [Surah Al-
Mursalat 77" 50]
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“It (the Quran) is not a forged statement” [SUrah Yusuf 12: 112]
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“Perhaps, you, would kill yourself (O Muhammad (... , <= & L-) in grief, over their
footsteps (for their turning away from you), because they believe not in this
narration (the Qur’an).” [SGrah Al-Kahf 18: 6]

Allah (lw , «\~.) also refers to His speech as (Js) - speech:

“Verily, We shall send down to you a weighty Word (i.e. obligations, legal laws,
etc.).” [Surah Al-Muzzammil 73: 5]
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“And Allah said (O mankind!): "Take not ilahayn (two gods in worship).” [Sdrah
An-Nahl 16: 51]
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“Allah will say: "This is a Day on which the truthful will profit from their truth:”
[Sdrah Al-M&’idah 5: 119]
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“And (remember) when Allah will say "O ' Isa (Jesus)” [Strah Al-M&’idah 5: 119]

In all the above mentioned ayat, Allah (Jw , «\~..) refers to His speech as a (J5) -

statement.

The Qur’an Is Made Up Of Letters And Sounds.

Likewise, we believe that when a believer recites the Qur'an, he is reciting the speech of
Allah. We believe that Allah (\w ; <.~..) spoke the Qur'an with letters and sounds. It is on
the basis of establishing this reality that Imam As-Sijz1 (& «,) wrote his book, ( s 5
gaally 2 A4 ST ) ‘The Refutation Against The One Who Rejects Letters And Sound.’
This is because there were individuals among the people of innovation that rejected the

fact that Allah (> s ;) speaks with letters and sound.

The Messenger (.. 5«4 & L) said that
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"[Whoever recites a letter] from Allah's Book, then he receives the reward from it, and
the reward of ten the like of it. | do not say that Alif Lam Mim is a letter, but Alif is a

letter, Lam is a letter and Mim is a letter.” [Tirmidh]

Here the Prophet (.- ; <= & L) refered to Alif Lam Mim (- J) as letters. Allah ( ;5 <t~
Jw) spoke with speech comprised of letters and His speech is something that is heard.

The Prophet (.. 5 «le & o) said,
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‘Indeed Allah Will gather the servants and He will call them with a voice that is heard. It

will be heard by one that is far, just as it is heard by those who are near. And Allah ( 5 s

=) will say ‘I am the King.’

Allah (lw ; =) Has A Voice That Is Heard.

This hadith establishes the fact that Allah’s speech is comprised of letters and it is
indeed heard by the creation. He has a voice that is heard. This is what we believe
concerning the speech of Allah (> s ;¢). The salaf of this Ummah were united upon the
fact that the Qur'an is the kalam of Allah, and it is uncreated. This is one of the issues

that are clear and manifest.
Allah (U= 5 «~..) establishes the fact that He has Kalam with the following ayah,
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“(Allah) said: "O Musa (Moses) | have chosen you above men by My Messages,
and by My speaking (to you).” [STrah Al-A‘raf 7:144]

% 2SS s B S5y
“and to Musa (Moses) Allah spoke directly.” [Sirah An-Nisa’'4:164]
§ & I ans & 52U lsin sl e Asd 35

“And if anyone of the Mushrikin (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, disbelievers in
the Oneness of Allah) seeks your protection, then grant him protection. so that he
may hear the Word of Allah (the Qur’an)” [Sdrah Tawbah 9: 6]
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“They wish to alter Allah’s words.” [Strah Al-Fath 48: 15]
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Different Names That Have Been Given To The Speech Of Allah (v , s\=..).

Allah’s speech has been revealed upon the creation. When His speech was revealed in
the time of the Qur’an, it was called the Qur'an. When His speech came down during
the time of ‘Isa (3.4 «k), it was called the Injil. When it came down upon Masa (5l «s)
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it was considered the Tawrat. These were different instances of Allah speaking and
revealing that speech upon His creation. This was the position of the Tabi‘in and the
Atba“ Tabi'Tn. This was the position established by Imam Malik as well as the two
Sufyans: Sufyan Ath-ThawrT (4 «~)) and Sufyan Ibn Al-Uyaynah (& «~,), Hammad Ibn
Salamah, ‘Abddullah Ibn Al-Mubarak and numerous other scholars including Imam Al-
Bukhari and Imam Muslim (4 .«~)), and scholars in different regions in Arabia, Khurasan

and elsewhere.

People Of Innovation That Opposed Ahlul Sunnah Concerning The Qur’an.

This position was opposed by the people of innovation. At the head of them was Jahm
bin Safwan who manifested the position that the Qur'an is created. He negated this
Sifah (of Allah’s speech) from the Sifat of Allah and he was killed on the basis of it by
the khalifah at that time. The innovation of the Qur'an being created was also

propagated by Bishr Al-Marisr.

There is no doubt that the statement that the Qur’an is created is a statement of
falsehood and it goes against what the salaf of this Ummah united upon as it relates to
the speech of Allah (Jiw s <\=~..). To this very day, there are individuals that say the
Qur’an is not actually the speech of Allah and that it is created. Or that it is a

manifestation of the the speech of Allah.

Listening To Recitation Of The Qur’an Is Listening To The Speech Of Allah.

Likewise, that which is heard by those who listen to the recitation of the Qur'an, then
they are listening to the speech of Allah. When someone recites the Qur'an with their
voice, the voicebox is created, but that which the voicebox utters is uncreated. That is

the case with all of the limbs of the body as it relates to the Qur’an.

The heart that holds the Qur'an is created, but that which it holds of the Qur'an is
uncreated. The recitation of the one who recites the Qur'an. The movement of his
tongue, the larynx etc, these are all created things. But that which the voicebox, larynx
and tongue move with from the Qur’an is uncreated. The hearing of the one who hears
the recitation of the Qur'an, his hearing is created. But that which he hears is uncreated.
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The position of Ahlul Sunnah is clear regarding this, and no one deviates away from this

other than a person of innovation.

The People Of Innovation Falsely Claim That Saying That The Qur’an Is Speech Is

Likening Allah To His Creation.

There are varying reasons why people have fallen into innovation regarding the speech
of Allah (=~ s ;¢). One of the reasons is their fear that believing that the Qur'an is
uncreated has ramifications. They see that believing that the Qur'an is created is easier
and lighter than believing that it is not created. Another reason is that they hold that
believing that the Qur’an is actual true speech is abhorent because of what it
necessitates. They say that this belief necessitates believing that Allah (> 5 ;=) is like
His creation, which is false. Similarly, they claim that they sought to free Allah from
resembling His creation. In actuality, the one who does so, falls into likening Allah to His
creation without realising it. That is because the one who says that the speech of Allah

is created has already likened Allah to His creation.

How The People Of Innovation Rationalise The False Claim That The Qur’an Is
Created.

When they Heard speech of Allah, they automatically assumed that this means Allah’s
speech is like our speech. We cannot affirm a charateristic that we posses to Allah, so
we must free Allah from this, and freeing Allah from that is in saying the speech that we
are familiar with is not the actual speech of Allah. Rather, it is something created. They
have different methodologies of claiming that the speech is other than the speech of
Allah.

The People Of Innovation Claim That The Sequence Of Events Involved In

Speaking Can Only Be Done By A Created Being.

From those that hold these positions are those that claim that speech is an utterance. In
order for speech to be an utterance, it must necessitate that something occured after
something. A statement or a word manifested, followed by another word, followed by
another word. And in their phylosophical discussions, this affair of something being
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done, followed by something else, followed by something else, necessitates likening

Allah to His creation. They claim that the only thing that does this is a created being.

They confuse between an action and the one who carries that action out and the fact
that the action has effects. These are all methods that are false, and are all in
opposition to what Ahlul Sunnah hold concerning the Book of Allah (= s ;¢). There is no
doubt that the position of Ahlul Sunnah is based on numerous evidence. It is not
possible for the varying athar of the Qur’an to be attributed to something created. Allah
(Uw 5 ©\~..) has mentioned,

s
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“So, when the Qur’an is recited, listen to it, and be silent that you may receive
mercy.” [Sdrah Al-A'raf 7: 204]

The Qur'an protects the hearts from misguidance. Allah (\w 5 s\-~..) says,
¢ Oilass 1S3 Gz 6T 5T 6y )

“Verily, We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur’an in order that you may
understand.” [Sdrah Yausuf 12: 2]

Allah (J= s ;¢) mentions that the Qur'an protects one from being among the neglectful
(Ghafilan).
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“through Our Revelations unto you, of this Qur’an. And before this, you were
among those who knew nothing about it (the Qur’an).” [SGrah Yusuf 12: 3]
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“Verily, this Qur’an guides to that which is most just.” [Strah Al-Isra’ 17: 9]

@ Pl §hig §51 il

F"HS “Truth has Come and Falsehood has Vanished”

=



AN
D
MPURS

The Position Of Jahmiyyah and the Mu ‘tazilah Concerning The Qur’an.

As far as what is related to the various groups concerning the Book of Allah, from
amongst these group are the Jahmiyyah and the Mutazilah. They say that the Qur'an
is created. They say, just as Allah created the heavens and the earth, trees and
stones etc, likewise He (|~ 5 ;) created the Qur'an. They do not believe that the
Qur’'an is an attribute from the attributes of Allah. Rather, they believe that it is
created. Hammad Ibn Zayd (& «~,) said ‘their desire is to say there is nothing above
the heavens.’ This is part of negating all of the attributes of Allah (> 5 ;¢). His nuzdl,
His Speech, His Hands, His Face. They negate all of these attributes, intending to
say there is nothing above the Throne.

The Wagqifah.

The Waqifah are a group that say that the Qur’an is the speech of Allah. However,
they refrain from saying that the Qur’an is uncreated. They do not say it is created or
uncreated. The Salaf of this Ummah were harsh with those who held this position
because this statement causes confusion.

The Lafziyah.

The Lafziyah say that their recitation of the Qur’an is created. They did not say that
the Qur’an is created. This is a statement that was attributed to Husayn Al-KarabisT,
Dawadd Ibn “AlT Zahirt. This position was refuted by Imam Shafi'T Imam Ahmed (& L)
because they held this to be an innovation. All these positions oppose what Ahlul
Sunnah believe, that the Qur'an is the Speech of Allah, uncreated.

The Tawa’if.

The Tawa’if have the position of the Asha‘irah and the Kullabiyah. They said the
Qur’'an is the speech of Allah, uncreated. But, they said the Qur’an is speech that
resides with His essence. It is eternal with Allah. It is not in parts, not letters, nor
separate elements. They say that it does not have a voice that can be heard. They
say it is an attribute of Allah that exists with Allah. They say that the Qur’an that we
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have on earth is not the actual speech of Allah. Rather, it is a representation of the

speech of Allah (> s ;¢). They site the poem
s slsall e Ol e Lify slsall  a 2SS 0]
‘Speech is in the heart and the tongue is an indication of what resides in the heart.’

They said that according to the Arabs, speech resides within. What comes from the

tongue is just a representation of what resides within.
This statement is refuted from several angles:

1) This statement is just poetry and poetry should not be used as legislative
evidence.

2) ltis poetry of a pre-Islamic poet.

3) Akhtal, the author of this poem, was a Christian. How can we take our beliefs
regarding the speech of Allah from a Christian who believes that ‘Tsa (5 <) is
the speech of Allah manifested in body.

4) The people of knowledge say that Akhtal used the word ‘bayan in his poem
which is the ability to be eloquent when one speaks. Bayan is something that
finds its origin in the heart and the eloquent individual utters statements.

However, this statement is false for numerous reasons and there is nothing in the
Qur'an and Sunnah that established that which they hold.
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