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The Qur’an is The Actual Speech Of Allah and is Not Created:
Ahl al-Sunnah wa Al-Jama ‘ah hold that the speech of Allah or the Kalam of Allah ( =
Jas) is the speech of Allah hagigatan - 4ass 4 2K - jt s the actual speech of Allah and that

Allah has truly spoken with it. Numerous pieces of evidence have been
established concerning this. For example, Allah says,

-

§ A1 I8 gaeg g5 556 B gl s dsf 3y

“And if anyone of the Mushrikin (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, disbelievers in
the Oneness of Allah) seeks your protection, then grant him protection so that he
may hear the Word of Allah...”

[Sdrah At-Tawbah; 9:6]

Allah (J>5 J=) here is referring to them hearing the recitation of the Qur'an. He is
referring then to His speech - to the Qur'an as the speech of Allah. Our position is as
Allah says,
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And truly, this (the Qur’an) is a revelation from the Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind,
jinn and all that exists), Which the trustworthy Ruh [Jibril (Gabriel)] has brought
down, Upon your heart (O Muhammad alws 4ls & La) that you may be (one) of the
warners...”

[STrah Ash-Shu‘ara’; 26:192-194]

e

So we understand clearly then that Allah (Js>5 <) refers to the Qur'an as His speech
that was brought down by Jibril. The fact that Jibril (-4 <) brought it and revealed it
upon Muhammad (.. 5 <4 & _L-) by the command of Allah, does not in any way make it

created.

Statements from The Companions That The Qur’an is The Speech Of Allah:
> ‘Umar (4= &) ~=)) said, “The Qur'an is the speech of Allah uncreated.”

> ‘A’ishah (&= 4 =) said, “By Allah, my status as far as | am concerned, | was
too low for Allah (J>s J=) to speak about me in the Qur'an revealed from above
the heavens.”
> ‘Uthman («e &) =) said, ‘If our hearts were pure, then we would never tire of
the speech of Allah.”
This is the clear belief of Ahlus Sunnah wa Al-Jama ah — that the book of Allah is

uncreated!

The Jahmiyyah and Mu tazilah’s False Belief that the Qur’an is Created:

From among the deviant sects, we have the position of the Mu‘tazilah and the
Jahmiyyah, who claim that the Qur’an is makhltqg (created) and not the actual speech of
Allah. They claim that Allah (J> 5 J=) does not speak, and that to attribute speech to Him
is to attribute to Him something that would render Him created in essence. Their belief

is that, as far as speech is concerned, we must declare it created and not attribute it to
Him. This is batil (false), with numerous ayat in the Book of Allah (J> 5 =) establishing
that the speech of Allah is the speech of Allah (J~ 5 J=). From the greatest of their

@ Pl §hig §51 il

F"HS “Truth has Come and Falsehood has Vanished”

=



2
MmPUBS
shubuhat (doubts) and from the strongest of their proofs is their statement in relation to
the ayah,

§ G G 0

“Verily, we have made it a Qur’an in Arabic...”

[SGrah Az-Zukhruf; 43:3]

“‘Ja‘alna” here means “We created” it as an Arabic Qur'an.

A Refutation of This Doubt:

Allah (J> 5 J=) has mentioned that the Qur’an was revealed from above the heavens,

from the Lord of all the worlds. He says,
§ S PV A O Ll 2 Gk s
"Nor does he speak of (his own) desire. It is only an inspiration that is inspired."
[Surah An-Najm; 53:3-4]

And we also mentioned above, the statement of some of the sahabah. So who then,
after the companions are united on the Qur’an being uncreated, and after Allah and His
Messenger (££) have mentioned numerous texts indicating clearly that the Qur’an is the
speech of Allah, who then is bold enough to come along and say that in actuality, the
Qur’an is created?

The Word “J=>:” Does Not Necessarily Mean Creation:

This shubhah of theirs ‘inna ja‘alnahu qur’anan ‘arabiyyan’, relies on the word “ja‘ala”
(J=>7%). But this word is not always used to indicate creating something from nothing.
Allah (J> 5 =) uses it in various contexts, one such context means transformation, as
seen in the following verses:

“...then made from him his wife...”

[Surah Az-Zumar; 39:6]

This doesn’t necessitate creation from nothing, but rather it indicates transformation, as
some scholars of tafsir hold that Hawwa’ (Eve) was made from a part of Adam (4l

»>dl) and not created - something was taken from Adam and it was then transformed
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into Hawwa' indicating that the word J=>:: doesn't always mean creation — bringing
something about from nothing. °
405 s e
"And made them like an empty field of stalks field of stalks.”
[ Sarah Al-Fil; 105:5]

This does not mean that Allah (Js> 5 J=) created them as eaten straw, but rather that He
destroyed them and reduced them to that state. Again, Jxx:: here means transformation,
not creation. Here the word is not used to mean create. Their argument is that J2x:7 in
the Arabic language carries the meaning create, while here Allah (J>~ 5 =) may mention
or use, Jzx:: but it carries the meaning transformed. So their attempt to pin Jax, to
mean ‘create’ is batil.

Allah’s Statement to Musa Proves That The Qur’an is Not Created:

If the Qur’'an were created, then examine this statement of Allah to Masa (.. «ks):
§ i s 35 61 3y
"Verily! | am your Lord! So take off your shoes..."
[ Sarah Taha; 20:12]
According to them, this statement would be coming from something created. This would
mean that it is a creation (speech) that is saying, “I am your Lord” as well as
commanding Misa (>« 4le) to remove his shoes. This is kufr! How can one say that
the speech of Allah (J> 5 Je) is created when He addressed Musa directly, and Misa
removed his shoes?

Clear Difference Between The Creation and The Command:

Allah made a difference between the creation and the command. The command is from
the speech of Allah. Allah says,
... Heh IV
"His is the creation and the command."
[Sarah Al-A'raf; 7:54]
Here, Allah attributes to Himself and distinguishes between:
e Al-Khalq (the creation) - Gialic’
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e Al-Amr (the command) — Y1

The command refers to His speech. If the command of Allah is created, then why did
Allah(d> s J=) differentiate between the creation and the command? Would it not just be
one thing? This differentiation indicates clearly that the speech of Allah (the command
of Allah), is not created. It is other than that which is created. And this is without doubt a
clear indication of the fact that this statement is one that comes from individuals who do
not understand the book of Allah in accordance with the understanding of the salaf of
this ummah. Such is the importance of understanding this! Tafsir of the book of Allah is
from the most important of sciences, for indeed it is to expound upon that which Allah
(> 5 J=) reveals. The one who truly understands the Qur’an, then these intricacies are
understood by him.

Verse Showing That The Qur’'an is Taught And Not Created:
Allah says,

.o e o dusyi gls o OB e o 2B
“The Most Merciful (Allah). Has Taught (the Prophet £%) the Qur’an. He created man.
He taught him eloquent speech.”
[Surah Ar-Rahman; 55:1-4]

Why did Allah (d> 5 J=) say “taught the Qur'an” and not “created the Qur’an”, while
immediately afterward saying, “created man”? Here Allah (J> 5 =) makes a
differentiation between the creation of mankind and the teaching of the Qur’an. It is the
speech of Allah ()=~ 5 ;¢) that they are acquainted with and thus Allah did not refer to it
here as something that is created but Allah (J> 5 j=) referred to it as something that is
studied or something that is taught and this is from the many evidences that are used by
Ahlus Sunnah to establish the fact that the Qur'an is the speech of Allah (J> 5 3=). This
is a clear proof that it is His speech and not a creation.

The Attempt to Change the Ayah in Stirah An-Nisa:

There were people who had approached the famous reciter Abl ‘Amr ibn al ‘Ala’ and

commanded him to recite the verse in Strah An-Nisa as: L«.& T & 7153" instead of:
L%&; T ﬁs\ VK This is some lyrical trickery that they used as another one of their
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attempts to claim that the Quran is created. They said when one recites the ayah that
Allah spoke to Misa (-2l 40=) directly, there is a linguistic issue that is present within
the verse. We have the J< (fail) and we likewise have the 4; Jsxia: (maf Glun bihi). The
Jel in an Arabic sentence is the doer. The “ Jstiac is the one that something is
done to.

The doer is usually ¢ 2 (marfi‘) which means it has a dammah at the end of it and
when you read the dammabh, you know that this is the doer. Meanwhile, the thing that
something is being done to has a fathah at the end of it and when you see that fathah,

you understand that this thing was done to that thing or to that person.

The structure of the word Misa (>l 4.l=) necessitates that the end of the word doesn't
change. It is from the words in the Arabic language that are mabn1 (they do not change)
and so it could have a fathah, kasra or dammah at the end of it. If you put a fatha at
the end of Allah, then Allah is the one that the speech is being done to and
because the end of Miisa never changes, then Misa is the one that's doing the
speaking.

So instead of the verse reading that Allah (J> 5 =) spoke to Mlsa (x3d! 4:e) directly, if
you change the dammah that is at the end of Allah to a fathah, then Allah becomes the
one that the speech and the speaking is being done to. The sentence now becomes
“Misa spoke to Allah directly”. Changing the dammah in “Allah” to a fathah (like they
commanded) would make Allah (Js 5 J=) the object of speech and Mlsa (23l 4de) the
subject i.e., “MUsa spoke to Allah”, instead of “Allah spoke to Misa”.

“L‘;:“jj%\ﬁ-lfj” “L‘;‘/”};ﬂ/‘é”
“Allah spoke to Mlsa” “Musa spoke to Allah”
Jebé (fail) 4 Jssac; (maf Tlun
bihi)

subject / doer
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When they commanded Abd ‘Amr to change this vowel, he asked them, "If | do as you

ask, then what will you do with the statement of Allah:

4 4 5 ) st e s
"And when Misa came at the time and place appointed by Us, and his Lord spoke
to him..." [Sdrah Al-A‘raf; 7:143]"

This is something you cannot play semantics with - you cannot make Muasa the speaker
or Allah the one spoken to. This is something that you can not change even if you try to
do so. It is impossible to change the implication of the meaning because of the words
that are used and because of the fact that these words cannot change because of their
order. The only way they can turn that around is to say that Mlsa (s>l 4de) is the lord
and that lord spoke to Allah (J> 5 J=) and that is of course kufr! His lord spoke to him
can only mean that Allah (Jd> 5 J=) addressed Misa (22! 43le). This indicates two things:
1. The proficiency with the Qur’an

2. The fact that Ahlus Sunnah can repel any one of these shubuhat with just a small
verse because of their understanding of the evidences in the book of Allah (J> 5 Jje).

The Ash ariyah’s and The Maturidiyyah’s Position on The Speech of Allah

Opposes Ahlus Sunnah’s Position:

Ahlus Sunnah believe that the speech of Allah is connected to the will of Allah.
That is to say that Allah’s speech is from His characteristics; from His attributes, and
Allah speaks when He wills — e.g. when He willed to speak with the Tawrah, the Injil and
Qur’an, He did so. However, The Ash‘artyyah and Maturidiyyah say that the speech of
Allah (d> 5 Je) is just some eternal meaning that exists inside the essence of Allah
unrelated to will. It is not something that happens when Allah (J~ 5 j¢) wills. Rather, it is
a part of Allah’s essence and is merely called »>< (kalam - speech). So, regardless of
how they phrase it, they deny that the Qur‘an is the actual speech of Allah (J> 5 J=).
Instead, they believe that the Qur'an is created. They claim that the Qur'an is just an
expression of that kalam.
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They support this belief using some lines of poetry attributed to Al-Akhfal (a famous
Arab Christian poet):
N3 I B Sl et Gl i3l 3 2K Gy

“Verily speech is in the heart, and the tongue is only a guide to that speech.”

But this quote is fabricated and not actually from Al-Akhfal. The authentic line is:
N5 o & Sl et Gy ol S Sud &p
“Verily expression is in the heart, and the tongue is made a guide to it.”

There is a clear distinction between speech (-2<11) and expression (o).

Here we have clear proof that speech is something that exists within and the
tongue just manifests and expresses what actually exists within. In this statement
of theirs:

1. They utilise some lines of poetry that are in actuality fabricated. These were not the
words that Al- Akhtuttered.

2. Al-Akhtwas a Christian, so these are a people who believe that their Lord and
Saviour was a word. They believe that speech was their Lord and Saviour, so how then
are you going to take the Kalam of one who has this belief about speech in relation to
that which Allah (J> s J¢) has revealed upon His creation from His Book?

Ahlus-Sunnah's Belief in the Speech of Allah: Allah Speaks With Letters and
Sound (30§ BEo):
The belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah is that Allah (J> 5 <) speaks with letters and

sound - ©3ajcaia (bi harf wa sawt). This is an important affair because it refutes
those who hold that the speech of Allah is some meaning that just exists within Allah
and is a part of His essence. Rather, Ahlus-Sunnah believe that the speech of Allah is
letters and sound - it is something that one can hear.

One of the greatest authorships affirming this truth is:
“gaally B3 ST e e 5 - A Refutation Against Those Who Reject the Letters
and Sound” by Imam as-SijzT (4! 4~ ). One of the clearest evidences is that the Qur‘an
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is comprised of letters and sound and that the speech of Allah (J> s J¢) having a sound
is a statement of the Messenger of Allah (££) in the hadith of Ibn MasGd:

Oj\))”JJ,:- ) cJJ:- (Y} CJJ} aJl QQ} cJJ} é\ :Jﬁ\ NEPSEH ey Z\M.J-\j (L alB
TP (> Cgd> ZJG} L»;.LAJXJ\

lbn Mas‘Gd (= 4 =) reported that the Messenger of Allah (%) said, "Whoever recites
a letter from the Book of Allah, he will be credited with a good deed, and a good deed
gets a ten-fold reward. | do not say that Alif-Lam-Mim is one letter, but Alif is a letter,

Lam is a letter and Mim is a letter." [At- Tirmidh1].

This establishes the fact that it is comprised of distinct letters and when it is recited it is
something that is heard. The speech of Allah (J> s J=), is likewise heard.

Evidences Affirming Speech With Sound:

Another evidence that establish that is that there are numerous evidences in the book of

Allah that affirm speech with sound. From those evidences is the statement of Allah ( e

da )

oakesth el 86 A3 108 353
“And (remember) the Day Allah will call to them, and say: "What answer gave you
to the Messengers?"
[Sdrah al- Qasas; 28:65]

Here, Allah mentions He will call them. Likewise, Allah (J> s J=) mentions:

5 305 A1 ) ol e sEs B
“And We called him from the righ/t side of the Mount, and made him draw near to
Us for a talk with him (MGsa).”
[SGrah Maryam; 19:52]
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Likewise, we have the statement of the Messenger of Allah (¥) wherein he ()

explained that which will occur on the Day of Judgment in the hadith:

<
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It was narrated from ‘A’ishah (e 4 =) that the Messenger of Allah (£) said,
“The people will be raised up on the Day of Resurrection barefoot, naked and
uncircumcised.” ‘A’ishah (i 4 =) said, “What about their ‘awrahs?” He (#) said,
"Every man that day will have enough to make him careless of others.” [Sunan an-
Nasa’'1 #2083]

Allah’s Speech Does Not Resemble The Speech of The Creation:

The belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wa Al- Jama ‘ah is that we believe that the speech is real

speech and it does not resemble the speech of the creation. Allah says,

e et shsitel RS DY
“There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”
[Strah Ash-Shura; 42:11]

We do not ask how Allah speaks, but we establish the fact that Allah (J> 5 =) has
affirmed that He speaks. We do not resemble His speech to the speech of creation. In
actuality, if you look even within the creation, Allah (J> 5 J<) affirms speech to
elements within the creation that we would not usually presume could speak. E.g. the
heavens and the earth. He (J> 5 J=) addresses the heavens and the earth:

Gomlb 6 GBS 5T Bl -,
“"Bring out both of you (with what you have been commanded), willingly or
unwillingly.” They both said, "We come willingly."
[Sarah Fussilat; 41:11]
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Because Allah (J> s =) affirms speech for Himself, they claim that that must mean that
Allah resembles His creation. Some go further and say that that must mean that Allah
(Jd> 5 J=) has a voice box or a larynx. They assume this because they hear the word
speech and immediately compare it to something in the creation. But the truth is, even
within the creation, we don’t know how some things actually speak. Like the heavens
and the earth, how do they speak? Where does their speech come from? Are we saying
the heavens have a larynx and a voice box! Or that the earth has a larynx and a voice
box! It does not follow. Just because Alldh (J> 5 =) says He speaks, that does not
mean that He must have the same speech tools as His creation. Their argument is that

we must deny Allah’s speech because of that.

Allah (J> 5 J=) likewise affirms speech to jannah and to nar as seen in hadith of Abd
Hurayrah:

J@wa&»\@a)cof;ﬁd\ c(\}’u;«cﬁ.ubf}\cd\)\mbbcmdd\mbb

OIS ATER O Sossl 300 IS 5 :»:;s C L oy als ko 3 Ji
jww’u&;w&x k;L,,’:lisu

Narrated by Aba Hurayrah that the Prophet (%) said, "Paradise and the Fire (Hell)
argued, and the Fire (Hell) said, "I have been given the privilege of receiving the
arrogant and the tyrants.” Paradise said, “What is the matter with me? Why do only the
weak and the humble among the people enter me?...” [Sahth al-Bukhart 4850]

Ahlus Sunnah Do Not Delve Into The ‘How’ (u'zgf-kayf):
How do they speak? Are we saying Hellfire has a voice box and a larynx? Paradise has

a voice box and a larynx? It does not follow. So, Allah (J> s Je) attributes speech to
Himself. It is speech that befits His Majesty, His Honour, His Nobility. We do not ask
‘how” (kayf) Allah speaks. That is not something we affirm. What we affirm is what Allah
(J> 5 =) has said about Himself. Allah (J> 5 3=) mentioned that He speaks, so we
believe that He speaks. That is the clear position of Ahlus-Sunnah. We affirm His

speech, but we say, “There is none like unto Him.”
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This belief is established by the imams from different cities. Among them are the two
Imams: Al-lmam AbQ Zur‘a Ar-Razi and Imam Abd Hatim ar-Razi, who affirmed that
the Qur’an is the speech of Allah (J> 5 Je). If we examine the texts of the Qur’an and
Sunnah, and the arguments of Ahlul-Sunnah, we will see how weak and futile the
arguments of Ahlul- bid‘ah, such as the Mu tazilah, truly are.

Saying Allah’s Speech is Created Implies Worshipping The Creation:

The Prophet (££) was taught, and taught his ummah, the following supplication:

— | seek refuge in the complete words of Allah.”

GG e e oLl &) oS
There are various du‘a’ with that wording. So the question arises: When isti‘adhah
(seeking refuge) and isti‘anah (seeking help) are both acts of worship, and we seek
refuge in Allah alone, would the greatest of the Prophets and Messengers seek refuge
in something created? Would he teach his Ummah to seek refuge in something created,
when isti‘adhah is without doubt one of the greatest acts of worship? If we say Allah’s
speech is created, then this would imply worshipping the creation. That alone
shows how false this belief is.

Likewise, denying Allah’s speech would be to attribute nags (deficiency) to Him
because someone who cannot speak (abkam- s&) is seen as having a disability.
Are we going to attribute that to Allah (J> s Je), the Lord of all the worlds, the Most
Perfect? So the belief that Allah ’s speech is created carries evil consequences
(lawazim). From the greatest of them is claiming that one of Allah’s attributes is created.

Belief in the Qur’an as the Speech of Allah Increases Iman:

This is one of the affairs you will find mentioned in the majority of the books of ‘Aqidah
because of its immense importance. One of the evillest of characteristics is to hold that
the Qur’an is not the speech of Allah (J> s Je). For the one who does, then what is it
that you are actually receiving when you recite? What is in the psyche of the one who
recites something and believes that it is created and it is not what his Lord has
addressed him with?
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When we recite the Book of Allah, and we stand in Qiyam in our salawat every single
day listening to the Book of Allah, we are being addressed, disciplined, admonished,
and spoken to by the Lord of all the worlds. This reality increases your khushd" - your
fear of Allah, and your desire to carry out good. It increases all of the qualities that the
speech of Allah (J> s J=) brings about within the believer. But then we have an
individual who stands and does not believe that this is the speech of Allah, seeing it as
just some created kalam (speech), then what is the effect of that speech upon him?
What is its reality in his heart? Is it really going to be any different from someone
listening to a well-known fable, or a popular book written and circulated in literary
circles?

So the belief that the Qur’an is from Allah (J> s J=) is from the fundamental beliefs of
Ahlus-Sunnah wa Al- Jama ‘ah. The imams of Ahlus-Sunnah have written tirelessly on
this topic, refuting the falsehood of those who oppose this position. They have clearly
established that this speech (the speech of Allah) is real, and that belief in it is of utmost
importance to the life of the believer. It is something that affects our daily lives.

And thus, the scholars have discussed it, preserved it, written about it, and refuted
those who claimed otherwise - those who oppose what the companions of the
Messenger of Allah (£%) and the Salaf of this Ummah believed.
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