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Class 6    24th Rajab 1442         8th March 2021 
 
Chapter 4: ‘The Chapter Regarding ‘The Call to Lā ilāha ilI-Allāh (the Shahāda) - 
Giving DaОwah to Tawḥī d.’ 

Review 

Abu MuОādh (حفظھ هللا) started with a brief review of the previous chapters from the book 
by Shaykh ul Islām Muḥammad ibn ОAbdul Wahhāb (رحمھ هللا). In the previous chapters 
we examined a brief definition and the virtues of Tawḥīd, and the great reward for the 
ones who implement, practice, and actualize Tawḥīd.  The author also informed us of 
the opposite, shirk and the fear of that.  After all of this comes the next stage, which is 
da wʿah to the Shahādah: Lā ilāha ilI-Allāh.  A person can only give da wʿah (calling to 
something) after he has knowledge of that thing and: 

• has understood the basics 
• has understood the virtues of Tawḥīd 
• he knows how to practice Tawḥīd 
• has understood the opposites (in terms of shirk) 

Introduction 

After knowing and understanding the above, the person will be able to give da wʿah.  
Da wʿah begins after having knowledge and understanding of Tawḥīd and its opposites 
(see notes for class 5 for explanation of opposites). 
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In this chapter, Shaykh ul Islām Muḥammad ibn ОAbdul Wahhāb (رحمھ هللا) will discuss 
The Call to Lā ilāha ilI-Allāh (the Shahādah)! He (رحمھ هللا) mentions this chapter after 
those introductory chapters, and he begins with an Āyah from the Qur’ān, where Allāh 
 ,says (سبحانھ و تعالى)

 ﴿ ُقْل ٰهِذهٖ◌  َسِبْيِليْٓ  اَْدُعوْٓا ِاَىل  اهللِّٰ  َۗعٰلى َبِصْريَةٍ  اَ�َ۠  َوَمنِ  اتـَّبَـَعِينْ  َۗوُسْبٰحنَ  اهللِّٰ  َوَمآ  اَ�َ۠ 

  ِمَن اْلُمْشرِِكْنيَ  ﴾

“Say (O Muḥammad صلى هللا علیھ وسلم): “This is my way; I invite unto Allāh (i.e. to the 
Oneness of Allāh – Islāmic Monotheism) with sure knowledge).  I and whosoever 
follows me (also must invite others to Allāh i.e. to the Oneness of Allāh - Islāmic 
Monotheism) with sure knowledge. And Glorified and Exalted be Allāh (above all 

that they associate as partners with Him). And I am not of the Mushrikūn 
(polytheists, pagans, idolaters and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allāh; those 

who worship others along with Allāh or set up rivals or partners to Allāh)."” [Sūrah 
Yūsuf 12: 108] 

The call to Lā ilāha ilI-Allāh! - Giving daОwah to Tawḥī d  

At the beginning of the above Āyah, one can see that the Āyah is highlighting the 
Prophetic method in giving da wʿah, calling to Allāh (Tawḥī d).  Furthermore, at the 
beginning of the Āyah, it says ‘This is my pathway,’ meaning the pathway and 
methodology that I tread upon.  Then it says ’I call to Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى), I call to the 
worship of Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى) alone, to the Tawḥīd of Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى). 

This includes both daОwah to the kuffār (disbelievers) and daОwah to the Muslims.  Why? 
See the diagram below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAʿWAH 

Call to Allāh to worship Him 
alone (Tawḥīd) without any 
partners alongside Allāh. 

Disbelievers Muslims 

Those who have fallen into sins, 
shortcomings and error, to bring 
them back to Tawḥīd. 
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The person should not think that when we talk about da wʿah, that it is only for the non-
Muslims (disbelievers).  Rather as you can see from the above diagram it is for both 
non-Muslims and Muslims. 

1. First critical point in da wʿah: Sincerity to Allāh (عز وجل) 

Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى) addresses the Prophet (صلى هللا علیھ وسلم) telling him to say: “I call to 
Allāh.” This is an indication of sincerity (Ikhlās), which da wʿah is given upon.  And the 
person giving da wʿah is giving it purely and sincerely for the Sake of Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى), 
desiring the rewards from Allāh. 

Shaykh Ṣāliḥ Al-Fawzān (حفظھ هللا) mentions, ‘That some people have fallen into error 
when it comes to the affair of giving da wʿah, for the sake of Allāh, sincerely and purely.’  
This is because some people give da wʿah to themselves. They are only calling to 
themselves, rather than sincerely to Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى).  These people only want to 
elevate their own status, to highlight their own level of understanding. They only want 
for this call and this da wʿah to raise themselves.  As previously mentioned, Shaykh 
Ṣāliḥ Al-Fawzān (حفظھ هللا) says, ‘Some people are only calling to themselves.  They do 
this to solidify and consolidate their own position.’  ‘This is a mistake!’  Shaykh Al-
Fawzān (حفظھ هللا) further says, ‘Maybe a person is giving da wʿah and gives lectures and 
khutbahs, BUT the desire and intention behind what he is doing is purely to show his 
level to the people, to receive praise from the people and for them to gather around him.  
If that is the person’s intention, then he has not called to Allāh as explained in the Āyah 
“I call to Allāh.”  So, in summary the person who is only calling to consolidate their 
own position, then that individual has not called to Allāh.  Here ends the first critical 
point in da wʿah.  Now we will look at the 2nd critical point in giving da wʿah. 

2. Second critical point in da wʿah: Calling to Allāh with insight and sure 
knowledge 

The Āyah mentions that “I call to Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى) upon insight.”  This is the 2nd 
critical point in giving da wʿah; that it can only be given upon knowledge and insight.  
What does this mean?  That a person who does not have knowledge and insight, does 
not have the ability and in reality, is not capable of giving da wʿah. Da wʿah must be upon 
Baṣī rāh, (upon understanding and knowledge).  Not just knowledge, but also the 
higher levels of knowledge. Therefore the person must understand things properly. 
They should understand this knowledge in detail before they are able to disseminate 
(spread) the knowledge. 

Baṣī rāh = Means having insight on how to give da wʿah. 
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There are various levels of insight, as it is not just having detailed understanding of 
knowledge, as this is not insight by itself.  It is more than that. A person must have 
detailed knowledge.  There are also requirements for giving da wʿah. 

 Requirements for giving Da wʿah 

1. A person must know who they are talking to. 
2. Knowing what the person’s level is, to know how to give that person da wʿah. 

More of the above will be discussed further on in this class.  But with regards to the 
Āyah previously mentioned in the introduction, “I call to Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى) upon 
insight, knowledge and understanding.”  The Shaykh says the person giving da wʿah 
needs to have knowledge of the ḥalāl and the ḥarām. Although this might seem like a 
basic point; knowing the ḥalāl and the ḥarām, but the Shaykh highlights “you would be 
amazed at the amount of people who position themselves as a ‘caller’ and as a ‘dā īʿ , a 
Shaykh and as an Allāmah, and the reality is that some of them do not have knowledge 
of the ḥalāl and the ḥarām.  Should you ask these people matters regarding fiqh, 
iʿbādāt, what is permissible and what is not permissible, how it is done and how it is not 
done, you will find many of them do not have knowledge of these matters.”  And this is 
what is often found with the people of innovation.  These are the character traits of 
people who are not upon Baṣī rāh.   

In summary we can see that a person might have detailed knowledge of a particular 
topic or maybe more, and he begins to position himself as a Shaykh talking about those 
particular topics, but the reality is that if you were to broaden the questions into the 
matters of fiqh, iʿbādāt, ḥalāl and ḥarām, then you would discover that this individual 
does not know anything.  So as the Shaykh says, “The dā īʿ  needs to have knowledge 
and awareness of the ḥalāl and ḥarām, the wājib and the mustaḥabb, the makrūḥ and 
the mubāḥ, to have knowledge of all these affairs.  And then it is mentioned that “I call 
to Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى) upon insight, and those that follow me.”  That my followers 
similarly “call to Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى) upon knowledge and upon insight.”  Meaning 
those who follow me, the believers, also call to Allāh upon knowledge and insight.  

And then you declare the innocence of Allāh, and the freedom of Allāh from any 
deficiency in shortcoming or from calling to Allāh without Baṣī rāh (without that 
knowledge and insight). And you declare your innocence from being from the 
disbelievers, the polytheists.  This is the same that was mentioned in a prior class 
regarding Ibrāhīm (علیھ السالم), where he declared his innocence from the Mushrikūn.  
This is one of the principles of da wʿah, that a person declares himself innocent of shirk 
and the Mushrikūn and calls sincerely to Allāh (سبحانھ و تعالى), to the Tawḥīd in worship. 

Be careful who you take knowledge from  
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Many scholars have highlighted the above points also, for example Shaykh Uʿbayd al-
Jābī rī mentions, If it is mentioned that a dā (حفظھ هللا)  īʿ  should give daОwah upon 
knowledge and insight, then you must be very careful who you take knowledge from.’  
Are you taking knowledge from someone who is upon Baṣī rāh? A person who has 
studied with the scholars and studied the Books and the mutūn (texts)? Or are you 
studying with a person who has merely taken his knowledge from social media and has 
never studied with the scholars nor studied the mutūn (religious texts) and has no real 
knowledge of anything and has never finished a single book with the scholars? 
Unfortunately many people have never sat or studied with the scholars and have no real 
knowledge, yet they position themselves on social media and other platforms as a ‘Dā īʿ  
or Shaykh!’ They misguide the people to a methodology that is not from the 
methodology of ahl-al-sunnah.  The Shaykh says, ‘Make sure they are giving you 
daОwah upon Baṣī rāh.’ 

Ḥadī th: When the Prophet sent MuОādh (رضى هللا عنھ) to Yemen 

The author then mentions a ḥadī th [which happened in the 10th year of Hijrah or maybe 
the end of the 9th year, but basically at the end of the lifetime of the Prophet (  صلى هللا علیھ
 to Yemen (رضى هللا عنھ) was sending MuОādh Ibn Jabal (صلى هللا علیھ وسلم) The Prophet .[(وسلم
(as a teacher and a judge), to give the people da wʿah upon Baṣī rāh. This shows the 
virtue of MuОādh Ibn Jabal, that he was chosen by Prophet (صلى هللا علیھ وسلم) for this great 
mission, as a caller, a dā īʿ , a judge and as a teacher, to go and teach the people the 
ḥalāl and ḥarām, to teach them this religion, and to begin with the call to Tawḥī d. 

[The following ḥadīth is Related by Al-Bukhārī  and Muslim] 

Ibn ‘Abbās (رضى هللا عنھ) narrated,  

“When the Prophet (صلى هللا علیھ وسلم) sent MuОādh Ibn Jabal to Yemen, he (  صلى هللا
 said to him ‘You are going to come across the people of the book (Jews (علیھ وسلم
and Christians).” 

Explanation of  the Ḥadī th of MuОādh ibn Jabal (رضى هللا عنھ) 

The Jews and the Christians were known as the people of the book because during that 
time The Torah was revealed to Mūsa (علیھ السالم) and The Injī l was revealed to ОIsā (  علیھ
 Thereafter these people went astray, but these books mentioned that they had .(السالم
originally been known as the people of the book. 

We can ask the question now as to why did the Prophet (صلى هللا علیھ وسلم) say to MuОādh 
“You are going to come across the people of the book.” What was the relevance of this?  
We may ask ourselves!  The answer is; this is a part of being upon Baṣī rāh in giving 
da wʿah.  As mentioned earlier in this class, knowing your audience and how to talk to 



 

 6 
 

them in the right way, at their level in a way that they will be able to understand.  As 
Shaykh Al-Fawzān (حفظھ هللا) mentions here, ‘You would not go and talk to a commoner 
in the type of language and style you would use when sitting with a scholar when 
discussing a Masters or PhD research paper on some Islāmic affair.’  That would not 
make sense.  Likewise, the opposite is true. You would not go and speak with a person 
regarding a Masters or PhD research paper as though they were a commoner. Your 
language and style would not be suitable.  Therefore, the Shaykh says, ‘It is from 
Baṣī rāh to know who your audience is.  You cannot have one style and terminology and 
insist on using it for all of the people.’  Therefore, it is important to consider these things: 

• Have various styles of talking to different people when giving da wʿah. 
• Know what type of information you are going to give them, also take into 

consideration the style of information (for example: to children, to new Muslims 
know the level for each audience). 

As an example, the style and explanation from Shaykh Al-Fawzāns (حفظھ هللا) 
commentary of Kitāb al-Tawḥīd makes the book suitable for people of all levels 
(children, commoners others) to follow and understand because it is made easy to 
understand. 

Summary of Baṣī rāh 

Know the different levels of the audience and know how to deliver a particular piece of 
information according to your audience, because this is one of the types of Baṣī rāh. A 
dā īʿ  can adjust and change how he delivers that particular information depending on 
who he is talking to.  And that is the reason why the Prophet (صلى هللا علیھ وسلم) told 
MuОādh Ibn Jabal, “You are going to come across the people of the book (Jews and 
Christians).”  MuОādh Ibn Jabal was able to mentally  prepare how he would talk to 
these people, how he would address them, what type of language he would use with 
them, which types of information and evidences he would use with them.  Therefore, 
preparing to talk to this type of audience (Jews and Christians), would be different than 
talking to idol worshippers. Why?  Because the Jews and Christians believed in ‘God’ as 
they claimed. They also claimed to believe in some of the revelations and believed in 
some of the Prophets and Messengers, but the idol worshippers may reject much of the 
information, so one can see the difference between them.  What they already believe in 
and what they do not.  What their position is and what it is not.  One can adapt their 
da wʿah to suit them (the audience).  Now that is Baṣī rāh in giving da wʿah!  And that is 
what MuОādh Ibn Jabal (رضى هللا عنھ) was upon. 

Baṣī rah includes different levels and different audiences 
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• Ex. 1: A person returns from the University of Madinah after completing a master’s 
or Phd. The person then begins teaching classes at a Phd level about Sciences of 
Ḥadī th. The reality is that there will barely be anyone that understands what he is 
talking about. What will be the purpose? There would not be baṣī rah in teaching 
at that level to an audience that requires the beginning level or teaching at that 
level to children.  

 

• Ex.2: A group of 4-year-old children want to learn the Qur’ān. You would not say 
to them, “open up Sūrat al- Baqarah and begin reading”. They have not learned 
alif, bā, tā yet! It is from Baṣī rah to know how to begin to give da wʿah, what to 
teach, and how to teach it. 

Stages in Da wʿah according to the Ḥadī th of MuОādh ibn Jabal (رضى هللا عنھ) 

One of the prophetic methods of giving da wʿah is to know who your audience is and to 
address then accordingly.  

 .You are going to the people of the book – ِإنََّك أَتِْيت قـَْوًما أَْهَل ِكَتابٍ 

َهاَدِة َأْن الَ ِإَلَه    ِإالَّ اهللَّ فَاْدُعُهْم ِإَىل شــــــَ  – Make sure the first thing you call them to is the 

Shahādah (la ilhāha ill Allāh).  

1. Begin with Tawḥī d. Do not begin with politics, the rulers, nor different types of worldly 
matters; rather being with Tawḥīd. Begin with calling to the worship of Allāh (  ـسبحان و
 alone and warning against shirk. This is the prophetic methodology in giving (تـعالى
daОwah. We see this clearly as the prophet Muḥammad (ـصلى هللا علیھ وـسلم) tells Mu āʿdh, 
“make sure you start with Tawḥīd.”  

This is because Tawḥīd is the foundation of the religion. If a person does not practice 
and implement Tawḥīd, then the remainder of his affairs will be of no benefit to him. 
If a person does not accept and practice the shahadatān, even if he prays all his life, 
it will not be accepted at all.  

Thus when they say “you Salafis, all you do is talk about Tawḥīd, Tawḥīd, Tawḥīd.” 
We say, “Alḥamdu lillah, it is from the prophetic methodology that we have done so. It 
is from the prophetic methodology to begin with Tawḥīd.” This is not something that 
can be learned in 5 minutes, as some of the people of innovation claim, then they go 
on to the “important things”. To the people of innovation, the important things are the 
rulers, worldly politics, and economics. Starting with this is a great error and mistake!  
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In fact, in one narration it was told to MuОādh that he needs to tell them that they need 
to single out Allāh (سبحان و تعالى) in worship. 

 

ٍة   .2 لــَ لِّ يـَْوٍم َولَيـْ َلَواٍت ِيف كــُ ــَ  Tell them about the five - فــََأْعِلْمُهْم َأنَّ اهللََّ اْفَرتََض َعَلْيِهْم َمخَْس صــــــــــــ

prayers Allāh has obligated upon them in the morning and the night.   
Inform them of the Prayer after they accept Tawḥīd. If they don’t accept this then 
their prayer is useless for them even if they pray it won’t count for them.  

 

َدَقةً  .3  If they accept that then move – فَِإْن ُهْم َأطَاُعوا ِلَذِلَك فََأْعِلْمُهْم َأنَّ اهللََّ اْفَرتََض َعَلْيِهْم صــــــــــــَ

onto the Zakāt (charity). 
Tell them about the Charity. Take things step by step. Zakāt (charity) is to be 
taken from the rich and distributed to the poor. 

A few things to consider when dealing with people. 

َك وََكرَائَِم أَْمَوالِه .4  Be warned from taking the best of wealth from people. Meaning, in - فَِإ�َّ

chapters of fiqh this is in regard to the money that is taken from a person. Do not take 
the best of his wealth, nor the worst of his wealth. Rather take the average type of his 
wealth from the camels, sheep, etc.  

 

And be warned from the du – َواتَِّق َدْعَوَة اْلَمْظُلوم .5 āʿ of the oppressed one.  

Be warned from the du āʿ that the oppressed one makes against you. This includes 
the oppressed from the non-Muslims and the oppressed one from the Muslims. 
For indeed there is no barier between it and Allāh (ــبحانھ و تعالى The du .(س āʿ of the 
oppressed  is answered. This is why the topic of oppression is very important to 
understand. We briefly touched upon this in a previous lesson, regarding the 
oppression that a person does to himself in terms of sins and the oppression that 
a person does to other people in wronging them; and the oppression that is done 
between a person and his Lord in terms of shirk.  A person must make sure that 
he does not oppress others. This is because if they are oppressed they can make 
du āʿ against the oppressor, and there is no barrier for that du āʿ; even the du āʿ of 
the disbelievers, the fāsiq and the kāfir. 
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In Summary 

Know, the methodology of giving da wʿah is that da wʿah begins with la ilāha illā Allāh. 
Da wʿah begins with the call to Tawḥīd! It does not begin with other affairs. It does not go 
upon the pathway of the people of innovation and what they have done with their da wʿah. 
Look at their da wʿah for example. They talk and talk; and write and write; and in all of it, 
you barely see anything about Tawḥīd. They discuss worldly matters, rulers, politics, 
economics, etc. Those sort of affairs is what they have become obsessed with and it is 
because they have not been given or gained tarbīyyah from the uʿlema or ahl-al- iʿlm 
(From the scholars who took their tarbīyyah from their scholars; who took their tarbīyyah 
from their scholars and that continues up to the prophet ( وـسلم  علیھ هللا ـصلى ) ). The tarbīyyah 
and methodology of the prophet ( وـسلم  علیھ هللا  ـصلى ) is da wʿah to Tawḥīd (calling the people 
to Tawḥīd). This is because on the day of judgement the difference between paradise 
and hellfire will be Tawḥīd and shirk. The people of Tawḥīd will enter paradise and the 
people of shirk will enter the hellfire.  

 

The final narration of this chapter is a famous ḥadī th regarding Aʿlī   ibn Abī   Ṭālib (  رـضى
when he had a medical problem with his eyes at the battle of Khaybar. This ḥadī (هللا عنھ th 
highlights the methodology of giving da wʿah and how to give da wʿah. We will discuss this 
next week in shā Allāh. 

 
Main points taken from lesson: 

 The explanation of Sūrah Yūsuf 12: 108 
 The Call to Lā ilāha ilI-Allāh (the Shahādah) 
 Two critical points in giving da wʿah 
 Understanding what is meant by Baṣī rāh in da wʿah 
 The narration from the Prophet (صلى هللا علیھ وسلم) sending MuОādh Ibn Jabal to 

Yemen 
 Examples of Baṣī rāh 
 Know your audience when giving da wʿah 
 A prophetic narration regarding giving da wʿah.  
 Virtues of Ḥadī th 
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 وصلى هللا علي نبينا حممد وعلى آله وصحبه وسلم


