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 احلمد هلل والصالة والسالم على رسول هللا وعلى آهله وصحبه أمجعني 

 
Class 12   5th Dhū -al-Qaʿdah 1442             14th June 2021 
 
Class 12: Chapter 8: ‘Seeking the Blessing of Trees, Stones…’ 
 
Brief Review of Class 11: 
Once again, Ustādh Abū MuОādh Taqwīm Aslam  حفظه هللا( ) welcomes us into the lesson 
with a brief review of the previous chapters where he discussed why it was 
impermissible to use strings, amulets, talisman and all types of things that people hang 
on themselves or on their children and animals, in their homes and vehicles, believing 
that those items are going to bring them good, or protect them from the evil eye, or from 
envy or other harm (see notes and audio/video for classes 10 and 11). 
 
Introduction of the Chapter: The One Who Seeks Blessings from a Tree, a Rock or 
Other than That. 
The ruling regarding this will also be discussed as well as what the QurОān and Sunnah 
informed us of regarding this affair of seeking blessings from stones, trees or graves.  
This chapter is continuing from the previous chapters discussed in previous classes with 
the same line of thought, because it is also impermissible for a person to seek blessings 
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from stones, rocks, trees, graves, and shrines of dead people, which is something 
widespread amongst the people. 
Many of the people go to the graveyards seeking blessings from the dead and from the 
shrines that they have built upon the deceased. During the times of Jāhiliyyah, they 
used to do likewise. At the time of the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم), they used to go and 
seek blessings from rocks, and from stones, graves, and trees, believing there was 
some barakah (blessings) to be gained from those items. The Shaykh has mentioned 
this chapter in this book to highlight the impermissibility of seeking barakah (blessings) 
from these items, whatever they may be.  
 
Things and Places Regarded as Blessed: 
A person should be aware that there are certain things that Allāh has made blessed, 
that Allāh ( سبحانه و تعاىل) has put barakah into them. An example is Zamzam water, 
which has barakah in it - it is Mubārak (blessed), and similarly the Messengers (  َعَليهم
  .are Mubārak (they are blessed), also the KaОbah is Mubārak (it is blessed) (ٱلصََّالُة َوٱلسََّالمُ 
Moreover, there are certain things and certain places that are blessed, for example 
Aʿrafah is a blessed place. There are also certain times that are blessed such as 
Ramaḍān.   
 
The Blessings from the KaОbah or ОArafah Do Not Transfer when Pieces Are Taken 
from Them:  
However, this chapter is going to highlight that even though there are certain places that 
are blessed, it does not mean that a person seeks out blessings from what has been 
mentioned in the QurОān and the Sunnah. What do we mean by this? Aʿrafah is a 
blessed place and those who perform Ḥajj go to Aʿrafah and they spend the day there, 
but that does not mean that a ‘Ḥajji’ should pick up some of the sand from the ground in 
Aʿrafah and put it into a jar, then tighten it and bring it back to their country and put it in 
their house and say, ‘I have the blessings of Aʿrafah in my house’? That would be 
incorrect and impermissible! Similarly, the Ka bʿah is blessed, but how it is blessed is in 
terms of the fact that Muslims throughout the globe face the Ka bʿah in prayer (ṣalāh). 
Furthermore, it is blessed in the fact that when you perform your ОUmrah and Ḥajj 
making tawāf around it (the Ka bʿah), it is blessed in that way, but that does not mean 
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therefore that a person who goes on ОUmrah or Ḥajj should take a pair of scissors with 
them and cut off a piece of the cloth from the Ka bʿah, and take it home and say, ‘I have 
the blessings of the Ka bʿah in my home.’ These things are incorrect!  False! This is in 
fact, theft and stealing from the cloth of the Ka bʿah. Barakah is not in this way as the 
people have perceived. So ОArafah is blessed, but that blessing does not transfer to 
the sand in the jar in your home. The KaОbah is blessed, but that blessing does not 
transfer by cutting off that cloth and taking it to your home.  
 
How to Achieve Blessings from These Places and Certain People: 
Concerning the places, times and people that are blessed, then we have been informed 
about how to achieve the blessing from those affairs.  

1. For ОArafah, the ḥujjāj go and stay at mount ОArafah and make du āʿ .ʾ 
2. For the KaОbah, a person goes and makes ṭawāf around the KaОbah and he 

prays and faces the KaОbah. 
3. Ramaḍān is a blessed time with Barakah, so a person increases in his worship, 

fasting, reciting QurОān, prayer etc 
4. Zam-zam water is blessed and we have been informed regarding drinking it.  

The things that are blessed in specific ways are not to be transgressed in the way 
people have done by cutting a piece of cloth from the KaОbah or picking up the sand 
from ОArafah and bringing it home. 
Certainly, there is no blessing in the affairs of what this chapter will discuss regarding 
seeking blessings from stones, rocks, trees, graves, and shrines of dead people, which 
is actually Shirk. It is important to note that as mentioned above, there can be certain 
things that have blessings in them, but those are specified clearly in the QurОān and the 
Sunnah, along with the method of seeking and achieving barakah for oneself. This is 
instead very clear through worship and obedience, through Оibādah to Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) 
and it is not through the methods that the people have invented. 
 
These Items and Places Do Not Create Barakah for Themselves, Rather They Are 
Only a Means: 
It should be noted that even if we say now that certain places have barakah like Aʿrafah 
and the Ka bʿah, it does not mean that those items themselves are creating the barakah, 
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as barakah (blessing) is from Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل). These items are only a means for 
blessing, for goodness - they do not create the goodness.   
 
Kissing the Black Stone is a Pure Act of Worship and the Black Stone Does Not 
Bring Any Benefit or Harm in and of Itself: 
Even when kissing the Blackstone, it is a pure act of worship that has been legislated to 
be done, and one of the Salaf mentioned, “I know you are just a stone, and you cannot 
benefit nor harm, and had I not seen the Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) kissing you, then I 
would not have kissed you.” This highlights that it was truly clear to the Salaf with the 
correct ОAqīdah and the purity of it, that it is not the stone itself, rather it is a means that 
Allāh ( سبحانه وتعاىل) has created and has legislated for us to kiss the Blackstone, for the 
one who is able, as there is goodness and reward in that. 
In summary, a person needs to understand that the items themselves are not creating 
barakah! They are the means that Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) has bestowed upon us and that is 
only when they are legislated – there is a discussion regarding ‘The legislated means.’  
As for the people who have made up the terms of rocks, trees and stones, and graves 
and shrines, then none of these are even legislated to begin with. 
 
First Evidence – Sūrah An-Najm [53: 19-23]: 
The first of the evidence in the chapter is seen here where Allāh ( سبحانه وتعاىل) tells us in 
the QurОān,  
 

ََلُكُم ٱلذََّكُر َوَلُه ٱْألُنثَٰىِتْلَك ِإًذا ِقسْ  ﴿ َوَمنَـٰوَة ٱلثَّالَِثَة ٱْألُْخَر�ٰٓ ِضيَز�ِْٰٓن ِهَى ِإالَّٓ َأْمسَآٌء  َمٌة  أَفـََرَءيـُْتُم ٱللََّٰت َوٱْلُعزَّىـٰ
ُ هِبَا مِ  ُتُموَهآ أَنُتْم َوَءااَبٓؤُُكم مَّآ أَنَزَل ٱهللَّ ن ُسْلطٍَٰن ِإن يـَتَِّبُعوَن ِإالَّ ٱلظَّنَّ َوَما هَتَْوى ٱْألَنُفُس َوَلَقْد َجآَءُهم َمسَّيـْ

 مِّن رَّهبُِِّم ٱْهلَُدىٰٓ﴾
“Have you considered al-Lāt and al- Uʿzzā (two idols of the pagan Arabs). And al-

Manāt, the other third? Is it for you the males and for Him the females? That, 
indeed, is a division most unfair!  They are but names which you have named, 

you and your fathers, for which Allāh has sent down no authority. They follow but 
a guess and that which they themselves desire, whereas there has surely come to 

them the Guidance from the Lord!” [Sūrah An-Najm (53): 19-23] 
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Explanation of the Verse from Sūrah An-Najm: 
Allāh ( سبحانه وتعاىل) tells us in the QurОān, “Have you seen al-Lāt and al- Uʿzzā, and al-
Manāt (the other one)?” These were names of famous idols that the Quraysh used to 
worship. They had many idols, but from the head of them were these idols. The 
Quraysh used to seek blessings (barakah) from these idols al-Lāt, al- Uʿzzā, and al-
Manāt - they could not harm or bring about any benefit, and they were all destroyed 
eventually.   
 
The Three Idols Destroyed: 
1. There is a difference among the scholars about what type of idol al-Lāt was - with the 
pronunciation of a soft ت, al-Lāt was a rock which had some engravings in it that they 
used to worship and seeking blessings from, and with the pronunciation of a heavy ّت
with a shaddah, that was a pious man who used to cut the siwāk and provide food for 
the ḥujjāj, and when that righteous man died, they built a shrine upon his grave, then 
began worshipping that shrine of the deceased man.  
 
2. Al- Uʿzzā was three trees in a circular formation with a type of shrine built amongst 
those trees and a type of cloth built in amongst those trees. The Quraysh (the 
mushrikūn) used to go to this type of shrine and would worship there and seek 
blessings from there.  
 
3. Al-Manāt was another from their idols that they also used to worship, but eventually 
all of them were destroyed upon the conquering of Makkah.  
 
Khālid bin Walī d Destroys al- Uʿzzā: 
There is the famous story of Khālid bin Walīd when he was sent to destroy al- Uʿzzā. He 
went and chopped down the trees and when he returned, the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) 
said to him, “You have done nothing!” So Khālid bin Walīd went back and then he 
noticed that in amongst the trees where he chopped down, (as some narrations are 
mentioned) there was a jinn woman and so he killed her, and then it was said, “That is 
the reality of al- Uʿzzā” - that is who the Quraysh used to call upon, seeking blessings 
and barakah from.   
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It was the practice of the Quraysh that they would go to idols, stones, trees, rocks, and 
graves and seek barakah (blessings) from them, believing that these idols have some 
ability to give them barakah. We can now see that this chapter is highlighting that this 
action of the Quraysh was completely false, and there is no barakah to be taken from 
trees, stones, and graves, (especially graves). This is something that has afflicted the 
people to this time, that there is some barakah to be had from the grave of such and 
such great, righteous man or the grave of such and such great, righteous īmām from 
amongst them. The followers are sent to that grave, touching the grave, and making 
du āʿ  ʾwhilst seeking blessings and barakah from the deceased of that grave. 
 
The Jinn and the Shayātī n Rising from the Graves: 
Shaykh ul-Islām ibn al-Taymiyyah (رمحه هللا) mentioned that in the olden times some of the 
people who are upon this practice would go to the graves and supplicate at the graves. 
The people who were buried in the graves would rise from the graves in a spirit-form 
and they would talk to these people who were making duОā ,ʾ and they would answer and 
fulfil some of these duОā  ʾof these people. He (ibn Taymiyyah) said that this did happen, 
but then he explained that these spirits that rose up in the appearance of those who had 
been buried were not the souls or the spirits of those people, but they were jinns 
imitating the appearance of the deceased people in the graves, rising up from the grave 
in that appearance of the deceased. The people thought that it was their great īmām. 
Then they would talk to him believing that the īmām rose out of the grave and talked to 
them. In reality, that dead person in the grave has no idea of what is going on. This is 
the jinn, the shayātīn who are rising in their appearances, making the people believe 
that it is those dead people and further misguiding them upon their shirk.   
 
Practices of Shirk Nullified: 
These practices mentioned are completely false, although these days the people have 
taken these practices to extreme levels, even with the living, and with some of the Ṣūfī  
and their likes seeking barakah from their leaders by wiping them and touching them, 
believing that there is barakah to be had from them or blessings to be taken out from 
them. Another example is when a woman cannot get pregnant, that she will go to one of 
these great īmāms, and the great īmām will wipe upon her as if to be giving her 
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blessings and barakah. These types of acts and practices have been nullified by Islām, 
there is no barakah to be sought in that way. 
We see in this āyah, Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) rebukes the mushrikūn, those who sought 
blessings from these idols, statues, trees, and rocks with the engravings on them, also 
graves and shrines of the deceased. They are nothing and they have nothing as they 
are not able to provide anything for you nor take anything away from you, they cannot 
do anything for you, therefore that practice was nullified and instead, Tawḥīd was 
taught to the people. Your trust is in Allāh ( سبحانه وتعاىل) alone, seeking the goodness 
from Allāh ( سبحانه وتعاىل), seeking the blessings from Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) - you do not put 
your trust in other things believing they will remove harm and bring good for you, rather 
it is Allāh ( سبحانه وتعاىل) you return to alone. 
 
Second Evidence - Ḥadī th of Abū Wāqid Al-Laythī   :(رضى هللا عنه) 
The next evidence in the chapter is the ḥadī th narrated by Abū Wāqid Al-Laythī رضى ) 
 to Ḥunayn. We (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) who mentions, “We went out with the Messenger (هللا عنه
were new to Islām at the time because the battle of Ḥunayn had occurred just after the 
conquering of Makkah. We happened to walk past one of those trees, and noticed that 
the mushrikūn had this particular tree, and they would put their weapons upon that tree. 
We said, ‘O Messenger of Allāh, make for us a tree so that we can hang our weapons 
just like the mushrikūn do, so that we can get the blessings as they do, can you make 
for us a tree?’ When the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) heard this request from them, he said 
to them, ‘Allāhu Akhbar! Allāhu Akhbar! These are the pathways of the people that other 
people follow. By the One Who my Soul is in His hand, you have said just as Banī  Israel 
said to Mūsā (عليه السالم): ‘make for us a God just as they have these Gods and deities’ 
and Mūsā said to them, ‘Indeed you are a people of ignorance.’”  
 
Explanation of the Ḥadī th Narrated by Abū Wāqid Al-Laythī  (رضى هللا عنه) 
This incident of Ḥunayn happened in the month of Shawwāl in the 8th year of Hijrah, and 
as we know, when the conquering of Makkah happened, when the Muslims went back 
to Makkah and conquered and regained it as a land of Islām, then many people became 
Muslims at that time. This is mentioned in the QurОān - how they entered into Islām in 
large groups at that time. Abū Wāqid Al-Laythī  was from amongst them who (رضى هللا عنه) 
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had just become a Muslim, that is why he said, “We were new to Islām at the time” – 
they had only just left kufr. They had entered into Islām just recently and they had now 
exited alongside Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) towards Ḥunayn.   
As they were exiting going along the path, he mentions that the mushrikūn had this 
particular tree that they would go and sit there seeking barakah from. They would do 
itikāf at the tree, staying there and sitting there seeking blessings from this tree, 
believing this tree had some type of power to give them barakah, to give them good.  
They would sit there and put their weapons, their swords upon the branches of that tree, 
believing there is barakah to go into their weapons, blessings to be had from that tree 
into their weapons. Upon seeing that, Abū Wāqid Al-Laythī  had asked the (رضى هللا  عنه) 
Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) if he could select for them a tree so that they could do as 
the mushrikūn did - hang their weapons on the branches of the tree.   
 
The Importance of Asking and Seeking Knowledge Before Doing an Act of 
Worship: 
Shaykh Al-Fawzān حفظه هللا( ) says there is a lesson to be learnt here - when these 
Companions thought that it would be a good idea to do that (because as he said they 
were brand new to Islām, and these were the kind of things they were used to prior to 
Islām), when they were thinking if they could ask the Messenger (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) if that 
is something good and if could they do it as well, note here, they went and inquired, 
they did not just go and do it, they went to seek knowledge of the matter first. The 
important point Shaykh Al-Fawzān حفظه هللا( ) makes is that you do not just go and do 
anything blindly until you inquire and ascertain whether this is actually something good 
and if it is something to be practiced from the QurОān and the Sunnah. You cannot make 
your own assumptions, but you must return to the sources of knowledge to determine 
what is good and what is not. 
So, here they came back to the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) and inquired about having the 
tree and seeking blessings in that way. When the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) heard this 
request from them, he said to them, “Allāhu Akbar! Allāhu Akbar!” He (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) 
said this in amazement at their question because of the anger of that situation. This is 
something the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) would do at a time of amazement – he would 
declare Allāh’s innocence of an affair that was displeasing.  
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What is meant by, “These are the pathways of the people that other people follow”? 
They were new to Islām and they were only suggesting that, because of what they had 
experienced at the time of kufr from the mushrikūn prior to that, so they were just 
following in those footsteps that they previously knew. The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) 
said, this is what happens, that the people follow in the footsteps of others blindly and 
upon the incorrect pathways. 
 
Blindly Following Other People Without Evidence is a Means to Misguidance: 
The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said in a ḥadīth, “Whomsoever imitates a people is from 
them.” One of the biggest means of misguidance, which the scholars have mentioned, 
is following in the footsteps of other people, rather than following the QurОān and the 
Sunnah and the evidence. Imitating the people can lead to destruction and downfall, 
and even the idol worship began from imitation when Aʿmr ibn Luḥay went to Sham and 
he saw the people worshipping the idols, and he was impressed by that, so he brought 
back idols to the land of Ḥijāz upon imitation of them, with the idol worshipping 
beginning there also. 
When Mūsā (عليه السالم) was saved from the Pharoah and Banī  Isra īʿ l (the believers 
amongst them) were also saved, they crossed the sea and the Pharoah was drowned. 
After that, as they progressed in their journey, they came across people worshipping 
these different deities, and so Banī  Isra īʿ l said to Mūsā (عليه السالم), “Make for us deities, 
just as they have these deities.” Then Mūsā (عليه السالم) said to them, “Indeed you are a 
people who are unaware and ignorant of the reality of Tawḥīd.” This is also what the 
Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said to them (the Companions) here in this matter regarding 
this tree and seeking blessings from it, and putting your weapons upon it - this is from 
the affairs of Shirk. There is no blessing to be sought in that way from trees; there is 
nothing in that nature and it is Shirk, it is associating partners alongside Allāh (  سبحانه
 highlighted and clarified to them that it is (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) The Prophet .(وتعاىل 
impermissible to do that. 
 
Summary of the Chapter: 
In summary, the point of this chapter is that seeking blessings in this way from trees, 
stones, people and other than that is from the affairs of Shirk. This is not something 
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legislated from the QurОān and the Sunnah. However, as mentioned at the beginning of 
the class, there are certain things that are blessed and Allāh ( سبحانه وتعاىل) did make 
them blessed, such as the examples mentioned - Aʿrafah, the Ka bʿah, the Prophets and 
Messengers and times like the month of Ramaḍān.  
 
Seeking Blessings is Done Through Worship and Obedience: 
Know that the blessings are sought in a certain way upon worship and upon obedience 
of tawāf and Ḥajj and prayer, not by taking the soil, or cutting off the cloth or believing if 
you do wiping and rolling and other things, these are not from the affairs, only what has 
been mentioned specifically, then that is where the barakah is, otherwise it is not to be 
sought as the people seek it, and for the majority of the people it is known that they 
seek blessings from the graves of the dead whereby they believe that making duОā  ʾat 
the grave of this person, wiping their grave and putting gifts down for them, slaughtering 
for them (as will be discussed in a future chapter of the book), believing that all these 
things are going to bring barakah. 
A person needs to understand Tawḥīd and that barakah and blessings are going to 
come from Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل).  If you are obedient to Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) and you 
establish your five daily prayers, and you fulfil the obligations that Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) has 
obligated upon us, you are obedient and you stay away from the ḥarām and the sinning, 
then this is what will bring barakah for you in your life. That is why different scholars in 
different places have mentioned, that from the signs of happiness for a person is that he 
repents from his sins when he makes errors, and he is patient at the time of difficulty, 
also he is obedient and thankful to Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل) for the blessings that he has 
gotten, these types of affairs are what brings you barakah. Obedience and worship to 
Allāh ( بحانه وتعاىل س ), singling out Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل), not having your trust and reliance 
and dependence in seeking barakah from the Ṣūfī  Imām. 
 
The Ṣaḥābah (رضي هللا عنهم) Used to Seek Barakah from Muḥammad ( صلى هللا عليه
 :(صلى هللا عليه وسلم) in His Lifetime in Ways That Were Specific to Him (وسلم

If someone says, ‘but these things were evident at the time of the Prophet ( صلى هللا عليه
 (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) that the Companions used to seek barakah from the Prophet ,(وسلم
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which they did, but that was specific to the Prophet Muḥammad (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) where 
there are narrations of barakah from the Messenger specific to him, not in the way that 
the people have done now, barakah from this and barakah from that.  
 
Some People Exaggerate and Seek Barakah from Their Imāms: 
We have even seen, Allāhu Оalim that the people claim that one of their Imāms made 
wuḍūʾ and the water which came off his body was collected and then being sold for 
£100 a bottle, because this is the water that came off from the great Imām when he was 
making wuḍūʾ. 
There was an advert regarding selling a car, and this car was owned by such and such 
Imām, and that Imām used to drive in this car, so this car is blessed and full of barakah - 
take this car whoever wishes and there will be barakah. These types of affairs are 
affairs of misguidance and the people have not understood the reality of Tawḥīd.  
Opening the doors everywhere left and right – barakah here, barakah there, put your 
trust and dependence in a string, or an amulet are all things that the people have 
opened up. Have they not realized that all these matters did not exist at the time of the 
Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) and neither did he tell us or inform us to do any of this? Your 
trust is in your Creator Allāh ( سبحانه وتعاىل), your Lord the One who controls all the 
heavens and the earth, the One who wrote down the decree of everything 50,000 years 
before the creation of mankind and the heavens and the earth. To Him will be the 
return.  He is the One Who controls all of the affairs therefore, single out Allāh (  سبحانه
 with your supplication and with your duОāʾ, and put in Him your trust and (وتعاىل 
dependence in seeking barakah, blessings and goodness all from Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل), 
just as you say, ‘You Alone we worship and You Alone we seek aid and assistance 
from.’  This is the chapter we will conclude on for this lesson. 
 
Main Points Taken from This Lesson: 
 Brief review of previous class 
 Introduction to the chapter 
 Things, places, people, times regarded as blessed 
 First evidence and explanation: Qur’ān: Sūrah An-Najm (53): 19-23 
 The three idols destroyed 
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 Practices of shirk nullified 
 Second evidence and explanation: Ḥadīth of Abū Wāqid Al-Laythī  (رضى هللا عنه) 
 Summary of chapter 

 
Above notes taken by:  
Umm Hurairah 
 

 وصلى هللا علي نبينا حممد وعلى آله وصحبه وسلم


