
 

 1 
 
 

Holding Firm to the Religion in Today’s World 
Speaker: Shaykh Ḥasan Ṣomālī )حفظه هللا  ) 
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Shaykh Ḥasan Ṣomālī )هللا حفظه    ) began the talk by praising Allāh ( سبحانه و تعاىل) and 
sending salutations on the prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم). 

This is a very important topic for every Muslim and Muslimah: Holding on to the religion, 
which is the path to paradise. In reality it is holding on to the straight path Aṣ-Ṣirāṭ al-
Mustaqīm. There comes concerning this, the famous ḥadī th narrated by Anas ibn Mālik 
 :(رضى هللا عنه)

َ�ِْيت َعَلى النَّاِس َزَماٌن الصَّاِبُر ِفيِهْم َعَلى ِديِنِه َكاْلَقاِبِض  " قَاَل َرُسوُل اهللَِّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم  
   َعَلى اْجلَْمرِ 

“There shall come upon the people a time in which the one who is patient upon his 

religion will be like the one holding onto a burning coal or ember." (Tirmidhī ) 

This ḥadīth contains many benefits. One of the benefits that can be derived from this 
ḥadī th is the importance of seeking Islāmic knowledge; knowledge of the Qur’ān and 
Sunnah of the prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) as understood by the best of generations – the 
companions of the prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم). The prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said in this 
ḥadī th, ‘a time will come upon the people, the one who is patient upon his or her 

religion…,’ so it is upon us to know what the religion of Allāh (عز و جل) is. This is 
because the religion of Allāh is one. Allāh (عز و جل) says:  
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ْسَالمُ  ِإنَّ  ﴿ يَن ِعْنَد اهللَِّ اْإلِ  ﴾  الدِّ

“Truly, the religion with Allāh is Islām.” [Sūrah Āli-ОImrān 3: 19] 

 

The importance of seeking Islāmic Knowledge. 

Islām is the only religion that will be accepted by Allāh (عز و جل). Islām is the religion 
that Allāh revealed to Muḥammad (صلى هللا عليه وسلم). It is that religion that Allāh (عز و جل) 
promised to preserve. In this ḥadīth we find the importance and necessity to seek 
knowledge because without knowledge, a person is walking in the dark. If one of us was 
to walk in the dark, we would not know what type of perils and dangers we could run 
into. Walking in the dark might cause you to fall in a pit, or if you are in a region where 
there are snakes, you could get bitten by a snake. Walking in the dark might cause you 
to lose your way in your path. There are many challenges when walking in the dark, in 
opposition to the one that is walking in the light and that is the one who has knowledge 
of the Book of Allāh ( عز و جل) and the Sunnah of the prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم). 

 

Virtues of Patience. 

 ’.The one who is patient‘ (الصَّاِبُر ِفيِهمْ )

This ḥadīth likewise highlights the importance of patience at the time when the religion 
becomes strange. At that time when people are persecuted, belittled and mocked for 
adhering to the religion of Allāh (عز و جل) correctly, the one who is patient, and we know 
as comes in the ḥadī th of the prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم): 

إن من ورائكم أ�م الصرب، للمتمسك فيهن يومئذ مبا أنتم عليه أجر مخسني منكم، قالوا: �   
 نيب هللا أو منهم، قال: بل منكم 

“Days of patience are approaching you. The one who holds on to the religion at that 

time will have the reward of fifty of you. The companions said: “the reward of fifty of 

them?” The prophet said: “the reward of fifty of you.” (Aṭ-Ṭabarānī . Declared ṣaḥīḥ by 
Shaykh Al-Albānī  .(رمحه هللا) 
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In this ḥadī th we see the great reward of being patient upon the religion of Allāh ( عز و
 That is why when a person is patient, they are patient for Allāh and when someone .(جل
is patient for Allāh, the reward from Allāh is great.  

 

Holding firmly to the Religion requires a lot of Effort. 

The prophet told us that there will be difficulty without a shadow of a doubt, when he 
said in the ḥadī (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) th of Anas; ( َِكاْلَقاِبِض َعَلى اْجلَْمر) ‘like the one who 

holds on to hot coals.’ Meaning it is going to take a lot of dedication, determination and 
effort; effort in pursuit of that knowledge and effort to implement that knowledge. Effort 
and dedication to be patient upon the harm encountered. The individual has to be a 
person who puts forward effort and patience in order to clarify the religion of Allāh to 
those who are around him.  

 

The magicians of FirОawn held firmly to the truth despite the threats they faced. 

Let us give an example from the Qur’ān of a group of individuals that were trialed and 
tested and persecuted for their belief in Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) and because they chose to 
adhere to the command of Allāh regardless of the threats they faced. Likewise in this 
story in the Qur’ān, we find the great reward for being patient in the face of such trials 
and tests. Allāh (عز و جل) tells us about a group from the magicians after they witnessed 
the miracles that Allāh decreed for the prophet of Allāh, the one that Allāh spoke to 
directly Mūsá (عليه السالم). When this group of magicians witnessed this, Allāh said:  

َربِّ ُموَسٰى َوَهاُروَن    ﴾٤٧﴿ قَالُوا آَمنَّا ِبَربِّ اْلَعاَلِمَني  ﴾٤٦﴿  فَأُْلِقَي السََّحَرُة َساِجِدينَ  ﴿
﴿٤٨ ﴾  ﴾ 

“And the sorcerer’s fell down prostrate. Saying: "We believe in the Lord of the 
ОĀlamī n (mankind, jinns and all that exists).  "The Lord of Mūsá (Moses) and 

Hārūn (Āron)." [Sūrah Ash-ShuОarā’ 26: 46] 
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There was only a short period of time after they witnessed the miracles that Allāh ( عز و
 yet they accepted Al-Islām. FirОawn was upset ,(عليه السالم) decreed for Mūsá (جل
because he was a tyrant; one of the most oppressive individuals the world has ever 
witnessed. FirОawn said:  

َذا َلَمْكٌر َمَكْرُمتُوُه ِيف اْلَمِديَنِة لُِتْخرُِجوا   ﴿ ُتْم ِبِه قـَْبَل َأْن آَذَن َلُكْم ۖ ِإنَّ هَٰ قَاَل ِفْرَعْوُن آَمنـْ
َها أَ   ﴾  ْهَلَها ۖ َفَسْوَف تـَْعَلُمونَ ِمنـْ

 
 “FirОawn (Pharaoh) said: "You have believed in him [Mūsá (Moses)] before I give 
you permission. Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city to drive 

out its people, but you shall come to know.” [Sūrah Al-AОrāf 7: 123] 
 

People of falsehood resort to threats when they cannot establish their falsehood. 

Here FirОawn came with a threat and this is the way of the people of falsehood. When 
they cannot establish their false arguments with their feeble attempts and feeble 
reasoning, they resort to physical threats and violence. This is something inherited by 
all the people of falsehood. If they cannot convince you with their feeble arguments 
then they might mock you, call you names and say that you are outdated or 
backwards. 

 

The people of falsehood view traditional Islām as outdated and backwards, 

Shaykh Ḥasan Ṣomālī )حفظه هللا   ) mentioned that he was once discussing an article with 
a brother that was in ‘The Guardian.’ It was talking about the female Imāms in California 
and their mosque. They made it seem like they were the most enlightened humans on 
the face of the planet. It mentioned that one of these female Imāms was a belly dancer 
and refuge is sought from Allāh (عز و جل). However when they spoke about traditional 
Islām, the Islām that Allāh revealed in the Qur’ān and the Sunnah, they likened praying 
in the masjid separate to men to being isolated in a cell or being put on time out. When 
they spoke about traditional Islām, they tried to portray and paint it as an outdated way 
of life. But when they spoke about these female Imāms they tried to portray them as the 
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most open minded people on the face of the planet. Why? Because they agree with 
these individuals in their world view, not what is in the Qur’ān or the Sunnah of the 
prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم). 

We have to learn our religion to escape these types of movements and agendas. They 
will come to us in the name of religion to fight against religion. They will come to us in 
the name of Islām to try and distort the message of Islām because they know that they 
cannot do it as non Muslims because they cannot define Islām to Muslims. Even the 
general Muslims will not allow someone else to define their religion for them.  

Historically, after the sending of Muḥammad (صلى هللا عليه وسلم), individuals have 
appeared claiming al-Islām but contradicting the teachings of Islām and inviting to a 
path and a way that was invented by man.  

These individuals were threatened by FirОawn.  

َذا َلَمْكٌر َمَكْرُمتُوهُ  ﴿ ُتْم ِبِه قـَْبَل َأْن آَذَن َلُكْم ۖ ِإنَّ هَٰ ِيف اْلَمِديَنِة لُِتْخرُِجوا   قَاَل ِفْرَعْوُن آَمنـْ
َها َأْهَلَها ۖ َفَسْوَف تـَْعَلُمونَ   ﴾ ١٢٣﴿ ِمنـْ

 ﴾  ﴾١٢٤﴿  َألَُقطَِّعنَّ أَْيِدَيُكْم َوَأْرُجَلُكْم ِمْن ِخَالٍف مثَُّ َألَُصلِّبَـنَُّكْم َأْمجَِعنيَ 
 

 “FirОawn (Pharaoh) said: "You have believed in him [Mūsá (Moses)] before I give 
you permission. Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city to drive 

out its people, but you shall come to know. Surely, I will cut off your hands and 
your feet on opposite sides, then I will crucify you all” [Sūrah Al-AОrāf 7: 123-

124] 
Brothers and sisters this cannot be compared to what the majority of us are going 
through in life today. We do not face those difficulties or challenges. Likewise many of 
us have been Muslims for how many years? These individuals believed in Allāh (  عز و
 and this is the threat and punishment that they were faced with on the same day (جل
that they believed. Imagine that someone embraced Islām and because they embraced 
Islām, on the day they embraced Islām they were told, ‘we are going to cut off your feet 
and we are going to cut off your hands and we are going to crucify you because you 



 

 6 
 

accepted Islām.’ The majority of us do not face this and we have been Muslim longer 
than they were Muslim, so in reality we should be more patient.  
 
How these believers responded to FirОawnƋs threats. 
What was the response when they were faced with this threat? What did they  
Say? They said:  

َقِلُبونَ  ﴿  ﴾  قَالُوا ِإ�َّ ِإَىلٰ رَبَِّنا ُمنـْ
“They said: "Verily, we are returning to our Lord” ” [Sūrah Al-AОrāf 7:125] 

 

Subḥān Allāh. Look at the understanding in this answer. It may appear simple to some 
of us but the answer is deep. They said, ‘Indeed we will return to our Lord,’ meaning we 
are all going to die: 

 ﴾   هلِلَِّ َوِإ�َّ ِإلَْيِه رَاِجُعونَ  ِإ�َّ  ﴿
“Truly! To Allāh we belong and truly, to Him we shall return” [Sūrah Al-Baqarah 2; 

156] 
We will all return to Allāh. If you kill me, we will all be resurrected and we are all going to 
die. When we are resurrected we will all have to answer for our deeds. If the oppressor 
is not brought to account in this world, then we know that Allāh destroyed FirОawn. In 
addition to being punished in this world, he will be punished in the grave and he will 
be punished in the fire of hell and refuge is sought from All‚ h. This group of believers 
said:  

 

The believers were only threatened because of their faith. 

َنا َصْربًا َوتـََوفـََّنا مُ  َوَما ﴿  ﴾ ْسِلِمنيَ تـَْنِقُم ِمنَّا ِإالَّ َأْن آَمنَّا آِبَ�ِت رَبَِّنا َلمَّا َجاَءتْـَنا ۚ رَبـََّنا َأْفرِْغ َعَليـْ
“And you take vengeance on us only because we believed in the Āyāt (proofs, 
evidences, lessons, signs, etc.) of our Lord when they reached us! Our Lord! 

Pour out on us patience, and cause us to die as Muslims.” ” [Sūrah Al-AОrāf 7: 126] 
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One proof is enough for the seeker of truth. 
This is why the person that is looking for the truth only needs one proof. As mentioned 
by al-Imām al-muḥaddith, the jibāl of Sunnah of this time, al-Imām Al-Albānī  ,(رمحه هللا) 
‘the one looking for the truth you only have to give them one proof and it will suffice 
them.’ Brothers and sisters you can give the person of falsehood proof after proof after 
proof and they will still reject it.  
 
They said, ‘you do not criticize us or blame us, you do not resent us except because we 
believed in the signs of our Lord when they came to us.’ This shows the importance of 
submitting and surrendering to the truth and how Allāh (عز و جل) will raise an individual 
when they accept and implement the truth. 
 

The magicians recognized their need for Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) and asked Allāh to 

grant them patience. 

The magicians closed with a duОā’, a supplication recognizing their need for Allāh ( عز و
  :and recognizing the weakness of man in general (جل
 

َنا َصْربًا  ﴿  ﴾  رَبـََّنا َأْفرِْغ َعَليـْ
“Our Lord! Pour out on us patience.” [Sūrah Al-AОrāf 7: 126] 

Our Lord pour upon us patience so that we can deal with this challenge, test and 
persecution. 

 ﴾  َوتـََوفـََّنا ُمْسِلِمنيَ  ﴿
 “And cause us to die as Muslims.” [Sūrah Al-AОrāf 7: 126] 

 
 

nding.Eood GThe most important thing is a  
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That is the most important thing brothers and sisters; to die as a Muslim. They said, ‘our 
Lord pour upon us patience.’ Remember the ḥadī th, ( ْابُِر فِیِھم  the one who is (الصَّ
patient at that time when Islām is strange and when the people who adhere to the 
correct Islām will appear to be strangers. The one who is patient upon the religion at 
that time is like someone who holds on to hot coals. Give us patience and let us die as 
Muslims because that is the most important thing.  

We ask Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) to bless us and you with a good ending. Brothers and 
sisters that is the most important thing that we can pursue in this life, a good ending, to 
die in a good way, to die upon Islām and upon the Sunnah of Muḥammad ( صلى هللا عليه
 to die upon tawḥīd, upon the Sunnah and to die in a good state where we are ,(وسلم
obeying Allāh (عز و جل). Not a state where we are disobeying Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل). That 
is why Ibn ОAbbās (رضى هللا عنه) the expert scholar in explaining the Book of Allāh (  عز و
 :said (جل

 كانوا أول النهار سحرًة، ويف آخره شهداء 
“These individuals that we discussed in this āyah, at the beginning of the day they were 
magicians and at the end of the day they were martyrs.”  

Think about that. They started the day as magicians and at the end of the day they were 
martyrs because when the truth came to them and it was manifest, they accepted it. 
They believed in Allāh (عز و جل) and they submitted to Him. They believed in His (  سبحانه
  .(عليه السالم) prophet, Mūsá (و تعاىل 

When they were faced with threats and persecution, they asked Allāh to allow them to 
be patient and they were patient, and they left this world as martyrs. May Allāh bless us 
all to die upon Islām and the Sunnah. In this is a lesson for those who want to take a 
lesson. With that we will close, wa jazākumullāhu khayran – may Allāh reward you all 
with good. 

Bārakallāhu fīkum. 

 

Main Points from the lecture. 
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• The importance of seeking Islāmic Knowledge. 
• Virtues of Patience. 

• Holding firmly to the Religion requires a lot of Effort. 
• The magicians of FirОawn held firmly to the truth despite the threats they faced. 
• People of falsehood resort to threats when they cannot establish their falsehood. 
• The people of falsehood view traditional Islām as outdated and backwards, 
• How these believers responded to FirОawnƋs threats. 
• The believers were only threatened because of their faith. 
• One proof is enough for the seeker of truth. 
• The magicians recognized their need for Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) and asked Allāh to 

grant them patience. 

• The most important thing is a Good Ending 

 وصلى هللا علي نبينا حممد وعلى آله وصحبه وسلم


