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Ḥadīth of Ḥuthayfah Ibn Al-Yamān (رضى هللا عنه): 
Ḥuthayfah ibn Al-Yamān (رضى هللا عنه) narrates: 
 

  . يُْدرَِكِين َكاَن النَّاُس َيْسأَُلوَن َرُسوَل اهللَِّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم َعِن اخلَْْريِ، وَُكْنُت َأْسأَلُُه َعِن الشَّرِّ َخمَاَفَة َأنْ 
 
“The people used to ask Allāh's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) about good, but I used to ask him 
about evil for fear that it might overtake me…” 

 
Ḥuthayfah’s Fear of Falling into Evil: 
Ḥuthayfah (رضـــــــى هللا عنه) stated that he asked about the evil out of fear of falling into the 
anger of Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل). This is in line with some famous Arabic poetry: 
 

 ِمَن اَخلِري يـََقع فيهِ  َوَمن َمل يَعِرِف الَشرَّ  ،َلِكن لِتَـَوقّيهِ  َعَرفُت الَشرَّ ال لِلَشر
“Indeed, I acquaint myself with evil not because of evil itself but to protect myself from it. 
And the one who does not know good from evil is on the verge of falling into it.” 

 
Knowledge of evil has a huge benefit for the believer. Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) revealed the 
Qurʿān clarifying these two realities - truth and falsehood.  
 



 

 2 
 

Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) says: 

ُل اْآلَ�ِت َولَِتْسَتِبَني َسِبيُل اْلُمْجرِِمنيَ ﴿ ِلَك نـَُفصِّ  ﴾وََكذَٰ
“And thus, do We explain the signs (to you O Muḥammad) in detail, and so that 

the way of the criminals may become evident (to you).”                                               
[Sūrah Al-Anʿām; 6:55] 

 
When Ḥuthayfah (رضى هللا عنه) used to ask about the evil, Muḥammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) did not tell him 
not to ask about these things.  
 
The Ḥadīth continues: 
 

ُ هِبََذا اخلَْْريِ، فـََهْل بـَْعَد َهذَ   ا اخلَْْريِ ِمْن َشرٍّ قَاَل فـَُقْلُت َ� َرُسوَل اهللَِّ ِإ�َّ ُكنَّا ِيف َجاِهِليٍَّة َوَشرٍّ، َفَجاَءَ� اهللَّ
  .نـََعْم، َوِفيِه َدَخٌن  "قـُْلُت َوَهْل بـَْعَد َذِلَك الشَّرِّ ِمْن َخْريٍ قَاَل  ،نـََعمْ 

“Once I (Ḥuthayfah) said, "O Allāh's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)! We were in ignorance and in 
evil and Allāh has bestowed upon us the present good; will there be any evil after 
this good?” He said, “Yes.”  I asked, “Will there be good after that evil?” He said, 
“Yes, but it would be tainted with Dakhan (i.e. a little evil).” … 
 

ُهْم َوتـُْنِكرُ  وَ  ُسنَِّيت  ِبَغريِ  َيْستَـنُّونَ  اَُ�سٌ  "قـُْلُت َوَما َدَخُنُه قَاَل  "  يـَْهُدوَن ِبَغْريِ َهْدِيي تـَْعِرُف ِمنـْ
I asked, “What will its Dakhan be?” He said, “There will be some people who will 
follow a guidance other than mine and follow a sunnah other than my sunnah you 
will recognize some of their actions and you will reject some of what they say.”… 
 

َها َقَذُفوُه ِفيَها "قـُْلُت فـََهْل بـَْعَد َذِلَك اخلَْْريِ ِمْن َشرٍّ قَاَل    نـََعْم ُدَعاٌة ِإَىل أَبـَْواِب َجَهنََّم، َمْن َأَجاهَبُْم ِإلَيـْ
I said, “Will there be any evil after that good?” He said, “Yes, there will be some 
people who will invite others to the doors of Hell, and whoever accepts their 
invitation to it will be thrown in it (by them).”… 
 

 أِبَْلِسَنِتَناُهْم ِمْن ِجْلَدتَِنا، َويـََتَكلَُّموَن  "قـُْلُت َ� َرُسوَل اهللَِّ ِصْفُهْم لََنا فـََقاَل 
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I said, “O Allāh's Messenger(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)! Describe those people to us.” He said, “They will 
belong to us and speak our language.” (The people of knowledge said this means 
they will be Arab or Muslims) 

 تـَْلَزُم َمجَاَعَة اْلُمْسِلِمَني َوِإَماَمُهمْ  "قَاَل  قـُْلُت َفَما أَتُْمُرِين ِإْن أَْدرََكِين َذِلكَ 
I asked, “What do you order me to do if such a thing should take place in my 
life?” He said, “Adhere to the group of Muslims and their Chief.” 
 

َجَرٍة َحىتَّ  "ِإَماٌم قَاَل قـُْلُت فَِإْن ملَْ َيُكْن َهلُْم َمجَاَعٌة َوَال  ِل شــــــــــَ فَاْعَتزِْل تِْلَك اْلِفَرَق ُكلََّها، َوَلْو َأْن تـََعضَّ أبَِصــــــــــْ
 يُْدرَِكَك اْلَمْوُت َوأَْنَت َعَلى َذِلكَ 

I asked, “If there is neither a group (of Muslims) nor a chief (what shall I do)?” He 
said, “Keep away from all those different sects, even if you had to bite (i.e., eat) 
the root of a tree, till you meet Allāh while you are still in that state.” [Ṣaḥīḥ al-
Bukhārī 3606] 
 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Mentioned Four Stages That the Ummah Will go Through: 

1. A stage of khair – good. This was the period of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) followed by: 
2. A stage of sharr – evil, followed by: 
3. A stage of good that is tainted - filled with individuals calling to other than the 

guidance of Muḥammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), followed by: 
4. A stage of pure evil. 

 
The Meaning of Jāhiliyyah: 
Ḥuthayfah (رضى هللا عنه) says, “We were in jāhiliyyah, the pre-Islāmic period.” There is no 
such thing as 20th, or 21st century jāhiliyyah. After the sending of Muḥammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), the 
only jāhiliyyah that exists is a jāhiliyyah muqayyad– a restricted jāhiliyyah. It is 
permissible to say he/she is a person that has jāhiliyyah in him/her. The pre- Islāmic 
jāhiliyyah of the Arabs resembles the jāhiliyyah that many of us have gone through, and 
there is still some jāhiliyyah that exists among our ranks. 
Shaykh Muḥammad Ibn ‘Abd Al-Wahhāb (رمحه هللا) wrote a book called ‘Masāʿil Al-
Jāhiliyyah – The Issues of Jāhiliyyah’. He (رمحه هللا) compiled over a hundred issues that 
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the people in the pre-Islāmic period before Muḥammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) were upon, that Allāh 
 .sent Islām to oppose (سبحانه و تعاىل)
 
The First Ten Issues from Masāʿil Al-Jāhiliyyah: 
 .They worship by committing shirk - أ�م يتعبدون إبشراك الصاحلني يف دعاء هللا وعبادته.1
Allāh (عز و جل) dispraises their shirk in the Qur‘ān: 
 

َت َواْلُعزَّٰى﴿  ﴾﴾٢٠َوَمَناَة الثَّالَِثَة اْألُْخَرٰى﴿ ﴾١٩﴿أَفـََرأَيـُْتُم الالَّ
“So have you considered (the feminized deities) of al-Lāt and al-ʿUzzá. 

And al-Manāt, the other third one (which the Pagans worship as ‘daughters’ 
of Allāh)?”   [Sūrah An-Najm; 53:19-20] 

 
The people of knowledge say that Lāt was a deity that was named after Allāh, a 
feminine version of Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل). Many of the deities either represented angels, 
or men of righteousness, or certain places where something important had taken place, 
or they would feminize the names that are attributed to Allāh. Allāh’s name ‘Allāh’ 
became al-Lāt, Al-Mannān became al-Manāt and Al-ʿAzīz became al-ʿUzzah. 
 
Their worship revolved around making shirk with Allāh (عز و جل) although they 
believed in Allāh. Allāh informs us:  
 

﴿ ُ  ﴾ۚ◌ َولَِئْن َسأَْلتَـُهْم َمْن َخَلَق السََّماَواِت َواْألَْرَض لَيَـُقوُلنَّ اهللَّ
“And verily, if you ask them: ‘Who created the heavens and the earth?’ 

Surely, they will say: ‘Allāh (has created them).’”                                                 
[Sūrah Az-Zumar; 39: 38] 

 
They believed in Allāh and would turn to Allāh in duʿāʾ during times of hardship and turn 
to Allāh alone. When Allāh would relieve them, they would return to worshiping other 
than Him (سبحانه و تعاىل).  
 
Some People of Our Time are Worse than the Pre-Islāmic Arabs: 



 

 5 
 

Muḥammad Ibn ʿAbd Al-Wahhāb (رمحه هللا) says that this is one of the ways the people of 
our time were worse than the people of jāhiliyyah (the pre-Islāmic Arabs) because they 
were upon Tawḥīd in times of difficulty. Allāh says, 
 

                    ﴾َربِّ ِإَذا ُهْم يُْشرُِكونَ َدَعُوا اهللََّ ُخمِْلِصَني َلُه الدِّيَن فـََلمَّا َجنَّاُهْم ِإَىل الْ ﴿
“They invoke Allāh, making their Faith pure for Him only, but when He 

brings them safely to land, behold, they give a share of their worship to 
others.”   [Sūrah Al-ʿAnkabūt; 29:65] 

 
The people of modern times who are involved in grave worship make shirk with Allāh in 
good times and in hardship. In times of distress their first call is to ‘saint such and such.’ 
 
  .They were divided in their religion - أ�م متفرقون يف دينهم .2
Look how many groups, parties and sects have emerged. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:  

 النار إال واحدة يف ثالث وسبعني فرقة كلها ستفرتق أميت على
“This Ummah will split into 73 sects, all of them in the fire except one.” 
 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) mentioned that they are those:  

 من كان على ما أ� عليه وأصحايب
“Those that are upon the likes of what I am upon today and my companions.” 
[Sunan at-Tirmidhī 2641] 

 
Question: Are the people of Sunnah and Salafiyyah not a group or party? 
Answer: The scholars mentioned that Ahl-Al-Sunnah have no name other than the 
names that occur within the Kitāb and the Sunnah that are indicated for the Muslims. 
Allāh (عز و جل) has referred to the believers as Muslimūn. A person may say, just stick 
to the name ‘Muslim’. Then why do you refer to yourselves as Mu’minūn? Why is 
Mu’minūn permitted? Because its origin is in the Book and the Sunnah. Similarly, Allāh 
has mentioned the name Muḥsinūn.  

 
Likewise, there are references in the Sunnah. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: “ فـََعَلْيُكْم ِبُسنَِّيت” -
When the believer refers to himself as Sunni, it is not something that he plucked from 
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the clouds. Rather, it is a title that finds itself in the Book of Allāh and the Sunnah of 
Muḥammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).  
 
Ahlul-Sunnah wa Al-Jamāʿah: 
When the people of Sunnah refer to themselves as Ahlul-Sunnah wa Al-Jamāʿah, these 
are not made-up titles. When the companions asked about the saved sect, the Prophet 
  .they are the Jamāʿah - ”هم اجلماعة“ replied (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) mentioned a term that was more specific than ‘Muslim’. 
 .The Aided Group - ”الطائفة املنصورة“
 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:  
 

، أُمَّيت ِمن طائَِفةٌ  َتزالُ  ال  َخَذَهلُْم، حىتَّ َ�ِْيتَ أْمُر ِهللا ويف َمن َيُضرُُّهمْ  ال ظاِهرِيَن عَلى اَحلقِّ
 َكذلكَ على  رواية: وُهْم  

“There will not cease to be a group who are aided…..” [Muslim] 
 
Ahlul-Sunnah mentioned that the people of correction are the طائفة املنصورة- The Aided 
Group because that is what the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) mentioned in the ḥadīth. 
 
The Word Salaf Was Used by The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): 
Is this a term that was just plucked from the sky? On one occasion the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was 
with his daughter Fāṭimah (رضى هللا عنها). Some of the companions mentioned that 
Fāṭimah (رضى هللا عنها) was exactly like her father (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), the way she walked, her 
countenance etc. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Sit beside me oh Fāṭimah.” Fāṭimah sat 
beside the Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and he whispered in her ear. ʿĀʾishah (رضى هللا عنها) 
was observing. When the Prophet whispered in Fāṭimah’s ear, she began to cry. The 
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) turned to her and whispered again and she laughed. ʿĀʾishah approached 
Fāṭimah and said, “What was it that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) whispered to you?” Fāṭimah said, 
“By Allāh! I am not going to divulge the secret of the Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to you.” 
After the death of the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), Fāṭimah said, “Now I will inform you!” When he 
whispered to me the first time, he told me, “Indeed Allāh has revealed to me some āyāt 
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and I do not perceive it except that my death is approaching.” So, he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Fear 
Allāh and be patient, for indeed I am a blessed Salaf for you.” [Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 2450] 
 
Implications of Saying “I am Salafi”: 
Saying “I am Sunni” does not mean, “I am The Sunnah” or I am the personification of 
The Sunnah. Rather, it implies implementing the Sunnah. It means - my path, my way, 
my understanding and methodology is that of The Sunnah. The (ي ) in (ُسنـِّي ) is the ‘Yā 
of Nisbah’ (Attribution). 
Likewise, when a person says, “I am Salafi”, he is not saying “I am The Salaf” or “I am 
the walking example of the Salaf in our time”. He is saying that my path, my way, my 
understanding and my methodology are that of The Salaf - the first 3 generations of 
Muslims – the era of the Ṣaḥābah, the era of the Tābiʿīn and the era of the Ittibāʾ at-
Tābiʿīn. Why would we have a problem affiliating ourselves with this noble title when its 
origin is in the Sunnah of the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 
Unfortunately, because of their conduct, some have defiled this word to the extent that it 
can be a swear word. Are we going to detach ourselves and say, “I am not going to 
refer to myself as Muslim because look at the image these people have given to Islām?” 
Those who cling to the way of the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as he commanded us and to the way 
of the companions (رضي هللا عنهم) as they commanded us, are not part of these divergent 
sects. Yes, there will be sects because from the ways of the people of Jāhilīyyah is that 
they are Mutafarriqīn (divided, split). Therefore, he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) came to call them to be united, 
but not united merely referring to themselves as Muslims. Allāh says, 

 
يًعا َوَال تـََفرَُّقوا﴿  ﴾◌ۚ  َواْعَتِصُموا ِحبَْبِل اهللَِّ مجَِ

“Hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allāh and do not be divided.” 
[Sūrah ĀlʿImrān; 3:103] 

 
Scholars of Tafsīr say that ‘The Rope of Allāh’ is Abū Bakr Aṣ-Ṣiddīq and ʿUmar ibn al-
Khaṭṭāb (رضي هللا عنهم), the salaf of this Ummah.  
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isra_and_Miraj
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The Yardstick of the Truth is The Understanding of the Companions: 
Allāh is commanding us not to be divided, so we are to be in Jamāʿah - united upon the 
ḥaqq. Let those who split, split, but the main body of the muslimūn should return back to 
the Book of Allāh and The Sunnah of the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) with the understanding of this 
earlier generation. This understanding is the yardstick of the path of the Salaf - Abū 
Bakr, ʿUmar, ʿUthmān, ʿAlī etc. How did they understand the Qur’ān, how did they 
understand the Sunnah of the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)? 
 
The people of knowledge understood that the yardstick for the people of truth in this sea 
of misguidance and this quagmire of deviance, is what the companions, scholars and 
predecessors said, believed, and held. Our focus is on the first three generations. We 
must ask, is this how they understood that ḥadīth? Is this how they acted upon it? We 
do not return our understanding to any and anyone, this Mawlānā and that Mufftī just 
because they are from a particular region or from our land. 
 
The Advice of Imām Al-Barbahārī (رمحه هللا): 
Imām Al-Barbahārī (رمحه هللا) mentioned in his Sharḥ as-Sunnah: 
 
انظر رمحك هللا! كل من مسعت كالمه من أهل زمانك خاصة فال تعجلن وال يدخلن يف شيء منه حىت 

فإن أصبت  تسأل وتنظر، هل تكلم به أحد من أصحاب النيب صلى هللا عليه وسلم أو أحد من العلماء
 فيه أثراً عنهم فتمسك به وال جتاوزه لشيء وال خترت عليه شيئاً فتسقط يف النار

 “Look! May Allāh show you mercy, examine carefully the speech of everyone you hear 
from in your time particularly. Do not act in haste and do not enter into anything from it 
until you ask and see: ‘Did any of the Companions of the Prophet (رضي هللا عنهم) speak 
about it or did any of the scholars hold that statement?’ So, if you find a narration from 
them about it, cling to it, do not go beyond it for anything and do not give precedence to 
anything over it and thus fall into the Fire.” 
 
Goodness Will be Tainted with Dakhan: 
As seen in the opening narration cited, there was good followed by evil, then  
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The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) told Ḥuthayfah that there will be good but this good will be “ ٌَوِفيِه َدَخن” – 
“tainted with dakhan”. 

 

The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) explained what this tainting is. He said,  

ُهْم َوتـُْنِكرُ  وَ  ِبَغِريُسنَِّيت  َيْستَـنُّونَ  اَُ�سٌ  ”  “يـَْهُدوَن ِبَغْريِ َهْدِيي تـَْعِرُف ِمنـْ
“There will be some people who will follow guidance other than mine, and follow 
a sunnah other than my sunnah, you will recognize some from their actions and 
you will reject some of what they say.” 
 
Generally, they attribute themselves to Islām but they are not upon the guidance of the 
Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in many affairs even though you may see some good from them. This is  
particularly important in this era of social media where much of our knowledge returns to 
something we see on TikTok for eg. Yes, a ḥadīth, āyah or even an athār may be 
mentioned – they might say, “Ibn ʿAbbās said”, “Ibn ʿUmar said”. Even a statement 
from a Salafi scholar may be used. Just as the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “You will recognize 
some of their actions and you will reject some of what they say.” For the most part, 
those who are not sufficiently equipped with knowledge, those who are not deeply 
rooted, will not be able to reject the things they should be rejecting, as they never heard 
it before and therefore will have no problem accepting it. But the person of ʿilm will 
immediately know truth from falsehood.  
 
The Methodology of the Daʿwah of Jamāʿat-at- Tajmiʿiyyah:  
This is particularly the case with the Jamāʿat-at-Tajmiʿiyyah - those deviant groups such 
as Jamāʿat-al-Muslimīn and Jamāʿat-at-Tablīgh whose main intent is to gather as many 
Muslims under their banner as possible, and get as many likes and subscribers. Some 
present themselves as the representative of one group while others affiliate to that 
group in their methodology, without saying it. One of their most well-known 
characteristics is that they strive to mention things that you will recognize to be good 
and not hold to be evil, thus not rejecting it.  
 
Their lectures are given in a particular fashion, discussing particular topics such as: 
Marriage, Divorce, The Condition of the Youth etc, topics that no one has any issue 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilm_(Arabic)
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with. The most popular of their speakers in both English and Arabic are those that are 
qaṣṣāṣīn (storytellers) -stories that offer no benefit to your Dīn but are just plain humour. 
It does not increase your understanding of The Book of Allāh nor of the Sunnah.  
 
If they do discuss what is related to Allāh, it revolves around one aspect of Tawhīd - 
Tawḥīd Ar-Ruūbiyyah, because it is the one category that not even the kuffar reject. 
 
As Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) says, 
 

 ﴾◌ۚ  َواْألَْرَض لَيَـُقوُلنَّ اهللَُّ َولَِئْن َسأَْلتَـُهْم َمْن َخَلَق السََّماَواِت ﴿
“And if you (O Muḥammad) ask them: ‘Who created the heavens and the earth?’, 

they will certainly say: ‘Allāh’.”                                                                                     
[Sūrah Luqmān; 31:25] 

 
Their Tawḥīd Ar-Ruūbiyyah speech revolves around aspects of the creation – Allāh 
sustains His creation, Allāh possesses His creation, Allāh manages the affairs over His 

creation etc. 
However, this is the one category the prophets and messengers did not come to call to 
because it was already recognized even by the kuffār. Instead, they used this to call to 
Al-Ulūhiyyah, the most important category. With this discussion, they mention the reality 
of Allāh’s Names and Attributes. However, Tawḥīd Al-Asmāʾ wa Aṣ-Ṣifāt is also an 
aspect that Jamāʿat-at-Tajmiʿiyyah does not venture into because there are many 
deviant beliefs concerning the Names and Attributes of Allāh eg., making duʿāʾ to a 

saint, making ṭawāf around graves etc. They prefer to avoid topics like these that 
result in differing with them. So when they visit your town, the gathering is full 
with everyone excited to hear another story and to be entertained. 

 
Our Call is Distinct from Their Call: 
Know the distinction between our call and theirs. This is what Ḥuthayfah asked and 
why he asked this question, so that we will be distinct with our knowledge of the Dīn, 
distinct with our knowledge of the Sunnah, distinct with knowing what is our clear path 
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and that we will not be diverted by all those who come along calling to other than the 
path of the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 
 
Look at the final stage the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) mentioned that this ummah will go through – a 
period of shar (evil). From the many things that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) could have said – “a 
period of ribā”, “a period of zinā”, “a period of treachery” etc, the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) mentioned 
one thing: “ َُدَعاٌة ِإَىل أَبـَْواِب َجَهنَّم”- “Callers to the doors of Jahannam”. Whoever responds 
to them will be thrown into Jahannam. In both instances, the good that is tainted is 
tainted with callers. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) described in other aḥādīth many manifestations of 
evil, however in this ḥadīth in particular the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) mentioned “callers”.  
 
Therefore, the affair of us paying attention to who we take our knowledge from, is of 
utmost importance because this knowledge is inherited generation after generation from 
the early generations to the people of knowledge. They are the inheritors who we take 
knowledge from. Thus, anyone who speaks to you, the first question you must ask is, 
did he take his knowledge from the inheritors? Is he conveying to us the inheritance of 
the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)? Did he sit with them (the scholars) and did he take from them? Or 
is he just good with speech and telling stories? If he took from the inheritors, is this their 
speech and is he conveying it? He may have sat with them but conveyed his own 
version of the speech.  
 
Preparing Our Children for Worse Times to Come: 
This issue is more important now as we are moving more rapidly into troubled times, 
dunya-wise and dīn wise. Our ummah is facing more sever calamities; this is not the 
time to be telling funny stories. Although there may occur a funny story here and there 
in the Sunnah, our role is to be diligent and to equip ourselves with the correct 
understanding. Our children are growing into young men, how are we going to prepare 
them? Their time will be more difficult than ours. Anas ibn Mālik (رضي هللا عنهما) said,  

 
ْعُتُه ِمْن نَِبيُِّكْم صلى هللا  .اْصِربُوا، فَِإنَُّه َال َ�ِْيت َعَلْيُكْم َزَماٌن ِإالَّ الَِّذي بـَْعَدُه َشرٌّ ِمْنُه، َحىتَّ تـَْلَقْوا َربَُّكْم   مسَِ

  عليه وسلم.
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"Be patient till you meet your Lord, for no time will come upon you but the time 
following it will be worse than it. I heard that from the Prophet."[Saḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 
7068] 
 
 We must pay attention to the affairs that are affecting the Muslimūn, the political affairs 
of the dunyā. We do not know what is to come and how quickly it will come. Now is the 
time for preparation and we prepare with knowledge! 
 
On the news about three days ago, a 3,400-year-old city was discovered. What is 
believed to be a Mesopotamian city has been discovered under the Tigris River. For 
those who do not know, the Tigris River joins with the Euphrates River. They have 
begun excavating and came across gold within this city. From the signs of the hour is 
that a mountain of gold will be discovered under the Euphrates River. Even if we cannot 
confirm this connection, for the very least, it is time for us to be alert, to know the signs, 
to be aware of what is manifesting around us. The world is changing politically, 
economically, and most importantly in terms of what is connected to the dīn of Allāh. 
 
The Prophet said, 

 على دينه كالقابض على اجلمر فيهنمن ورائكم أ�م الصرب، القابض               
“Before you are days that will require patience, the one who clings to his dīn at 
that time, will be like clinging and holding on to hot coals.” 
 
In another narration the prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said, 
 للعامل فيها أجر مخسني قالوا: � رسول هللا أجر مخسني منهم أو مخسني منا. قال: مخسني منكم
 “The one who holds on to his dīn at that time will receive the reward of fifty 
individuals. The companions said, ‘Oh messenger of Allah, fifty of us or fifty of 
them?’ The prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, ‘no fifty of you.’” [Tirmidhī] 

 
Knowing the trials that the companions went through, this ḥadīth serves as an indication 
of the difficulty that the believers towards the end of time will face. 
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The First Ten Issues from Masāʿil Al-Jāhiliyyah Cont’d: 
 Opposing the ruler was considered a noble - خمالفة ويل األمر وعدم االنقياد له فضيلة .3
characteristic.  
When the dīn revolves around being united and it is the leader that unites our ranks, 
obeying the ruler is not purely for the ruler’s sake. It is for the sake of the ummah 
generally and for the sake of unity. When the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) mentioned obeying the ruler, 
it was only for the great foundation of being united upon our ruler.  
 
 Their dīn is based upon principles, the – دينهم مبين على أصول أعظمها التقليد .4
greatest of which is blind-following 

 

 One of the biggest issues is to be deceived by – أن من أكرب قواعدهم االغرتار ابألكثر.5
majorities. 
People are easily beguiled by numbers. If a large enough number is doing something, 
then you can get the people to accept anything, and they will accept purely because of 
numbers and pressure groups, even things they would never have accepted long ago. 
The truth is ordinarily upon the exact opposite. The truth is ordinarily not with the 
majority. As the salaf mentioned, Allāh never praised the majority in the Qurʿān as He 
says; 

  ﴾ َوَما َأْكثـَُر النَّاِس َوَلْو َحَرْصَت ِمبُْؤِمِننيَ ﴿
“And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it eagerly.”                 

[Sūrah Yūsuf 12: 103] 
 

 ﴾  ۚ◌ ﴿ِإْن ُتِطْع َأْكثـََر َمْن ِيف اْألَْرِض ُيِضلُّوَك َعْن َسِبيِل اهللَِّ 
“And if you obey most of those on earth, they will mislead you far away 

from Allāh’s path.”                                                                                                
[Sūrah Al-Anʿām; 116:] 

 

 .They use the evidence of what those before them did –االحتجاج ابملتقدمني .6
This refers to the evil forefathers, as far as the upright and noble ones, the Prophet 
himself (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) encouraged us to follow them. 
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 They would use as – االستدالل بقوم أعطوا قوى يف األفهام واألعمال، ويف امللك واملال واجلاه.7
evidence a people who were given strength of understanding.  
Intelligence is not an indication of sense. One can be highly intelligent yet ignorant of 
the truth. People are affected by these individuals, equating intelligence to credibility, 
and similarly by those who posses wealth, position and dominion. 
 
 They would use as evidence the – االستدالل على بطالن الشئ أبنه مل يتبعه إال الضعفاء .8
false nature of something, try to falsify something that it will not be followed 
except by the weak people because it was only followed by people who were 
weak. 
They would claim that it indicates that it cannot be correct. If it were correct then the 
notables and the highly intelligent would all be upon it. This was a claim that not only 
occurred in the time of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) but also in the time of Nūḥ (عليه السالم).  
 

 ﴾ قَاُلوا أَنـُْؤِمُن َلَك َواتـَّبَـَعَك اْألَْرَذُلونَ  ﴿
“They said: "Shall we believe in you, when the meanest (of the people) follow 

 ’ 26: 111]āarʿShu-ūrah Ash[Syou?"  

 
 ﴾ اَبِدَي الرَّْأيِ  َوَما نـَرَاَك اتـَّبَـَعَك ِإالَّ الَِّذيَن ُهْم أَرَاِذلَُنا ﴿

“Nor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us and they (too) followed 
you without thinking.” [Sūrah Hūd 11: 27] 

 
They argue that it is because of their low intelligence that they are practicing Islām and 
if they were intelligent and following the science, they would be atheists.  
 

  .They follow the evil people of knowledge –االقتداء بفسقة العلماء .9
The people of Jāhilīyyah, in the time of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), used to go to the scholars of 
the Jews for evidence. They would ask them to convey questions to return to the 
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to test him, questions that only a prophet would know. 
 
Prophet Yaʿqūb’s Illness: 
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One such question they asked was about Prophet Yaʿqūb (عليه السالم):  
Question: “What was it that Prophet Yaʿqūb made ḥarām for himself?” 
Answer: Camel’s meat and camel’s milk.  
 
Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) says: 

 َما َحرََّم ِإْسرَائِيُل َعَلٰى نـَْفِسِه﴾  ُكلُّ الطََّعاِم َكاَن ِحالًّ لَِبِين ِإْسرَائِيَل ِإالَّ ﴿
“All food was lawful to the Children of Isrāʾīl, except what Isrāʾīl made unlawful 

for himself…”  [Sūrah Āli ʿImrān; 3: 93] 
 
Prophet Yaʿqūb (عليه السالم) suffered from an illness called Sciatica and he found no 
other cause but to blame it on his consumption of camel’s meat and camel’s milk. Thus, 
he made these ḥarām upon himself. This serves as evidence that the prophets and the 
messengers understood that one’s health and one’s healing is in one’s diet.  
 
 

 وصلى هللا علي نبينا حممد وعلى آله وصحبه وسلم
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