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 احلمد هلل والصالة والسالم على رسول هللا وعلى آهله وصحبه أمجعني

 
Introduction – Need for Rectification: 
Shaykh Abū Ḥakīm حفظه هللا( ) began by saying that the ummah is in need of rectification, 
whether it be in the Muslim land or the lands where the Muslims are a minority. 
The focus of this lecture is on one-half of this ummah -the women. 
Rectification (ʾIṣlāḥ - إصالح) was one of the roles or duties of the prophets and the 
messengers and by extension, a duty upon us. 
 
It was mentioned in the Qur’ān, that Prophet Shuʿayb (عليه السالم) said, 
 

ْصَالَح َما اْسَتَطْعتُ  ﴾  ﴿ ِإْن أُرِيُد ِإالَّ اْإلِ
“I only desire rectification so far as I am able, to the best of my power.” 

 [Sūrah Hūd; 11:88] 
 

Al-ʾIṣlāḥ is also present in the Sunnah of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) where he spoke about al-
Ghurabāʾ (the strangers). 
 
Narrated by Sahl ibn Saʿd as-Sāʿidī (رضى هللا عنه), the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 
 

 َبَدأَ َفطُوَىب لِْلُغَراَبِء ِإنَّ اِإلْسَالَم َبَدأَ َغرِيًبا َوَسيَـُعوُد َغرِيًبا َكَما  
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"Indeed, Islām began as something strange and it will return to being strange as it 
began. So, glad tidings are for the strangers." 

  “                                          قيل وَمِن الُغَرابُء قال الَّذيَن َيصُلحوَن إذا فَسد الّناسُ    ”
It was said to the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): “Who are they?”  

He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) responded, “They are those who rectify when the people become 
corrupted.” [Muslim, Tirmidhī & Aḥmad] 
And in another narration: “They are those who rectify themselves.” [Aḥmad & Aṭ-
Ṭabarānī] 
 
In both narrations, the word ʾIṣlāḥ (rectification) is used.  
 
Rectification in Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil:  
Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل) says, 

 
ُتمْ ﴿  َهْوَن َعِن اْلُمْنَكِر َوتـُْؤِمُنوَن اِبهللَِّ  ُكنـْ ﴾َخْريَ أُمٍَّة ُأْخرَِجْت لِلنَّاِس أَتُْمُروَن اِبْلَمْعُروِف َوتـَنـْ  

 “You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind, you enjoin the good and 
forbid the evil and you believe in Allāh…” 

 [Sūrah Āli-ʿImrān; 3:110] 
 

Enjoining the good and forbidding the evil are types of rectification and are the 
foundations of rectifying oneself. ʾIṣlāḥ is from the greatest of characteristics of the 
believer, particularly when it comes to being a caller of Allāh, and everyone should 
consider himself as a caller to Allāh (سبحانه و تعاىل). The duty and burden of conveying 
from the messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is upon each and every one of us, as seen in the statement of 
the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): 

 - آيَةً  َوَلوْ  َعينِّ  بَلُِّغوا 
“Convey from me even if it is an āyah” [Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 3461] 
 
How else will knowledge spread if we are not from the callers to Allāh (سبحانه وتعاىل)? 
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Rectification of The Ummah Regarding Women: 
Taken from Shaykh Ṣāliḥ Ibn ʿUthaymīn’s book entitled “The Role of The Women in 
Rectifying the Society,” there are a number of roles that the woman should concern 
herself with, roles that are of tremendous importance–from being the first murabbī 
(nurturer) and mudarris (teacher) to being a mother and a wife. 
 
Aḥādīth That Praise the Righteous Woman: 
The Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 

نـَْيا اْلَمْرأَُة الصَّاِحلَُة   نـَْيا ُكلََّها َمَتاٌع َوَخْريُ َمَتاِع الدُّ   ِإنَّ الدُّ
“The whole world is a provision, and the best object of benefit of the world is the 
pious woman.” [Ṣaḥīḥ al-Muslim 1467] 
 

The Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said,  
 

 َقاَل ِقيَل َ� َرُسوَل اهللَِّ فَِإنْ  اْلبَـتَّةَ  اْجلَنَّةُ  َلهُ  َوَجَبتْ  َوَيْكُفُلُهنَّ  َويـَْرَمحُُهنَّ  يـُْؤِويِهنَّ  بـََناتٍ  َثَالثُ  َلهُ  ُكنَّ   َمنْ 
 اثـْنَـَتْنيِ  َكاَنتْ   َوِإنْ  قَالَ َكاَنْت اثـْنَـَتْنيِ 

 
“Whoever has three daughters and he cares for them, he is merciful to them, and 
he clothes them, then Paradise is certainly required for him.” It was said, “O 
Messenger of Allāh, what if he has only two?” The Prophet said, “Even two.” [Musnad 
Aḥmad 13835] 
 
Abū Hurayrah (رضى هللا عنه) reported that a man asked the Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), 
 

  ُمثَّ أُمَُّك ُمثَّ أُمَُّك ُمثَّ أَبُوكَ  أُمُّكَ  " َ� َرُسوَل اهللَِّ َمْن َأَحقُّ ِحبُْسِن الصُّْحَبِة قَاَل 
 

“Who is most deserving of my good company?” The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Your 
mother.” The man asked, “Then who?” The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Your mother.” The man 
asked again, “Then who?” The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Your mother.” The man asked again, 
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“Then who?” The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Your father.” [Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 5626, Ṣaḥīḥ 
Muslim 2548] 
 
Aḥādīth That Show the Gentleness of Women: 
The Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 

 اِبْلَقَوارِيرِ َوْحيََك َ� َأْجنََشُة ُرَوْيَدَك 
“O Anjashah! Be gentle when driving the camels that carry the fragile vessels.” 
Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 6211, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 2323] 
 
The Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 

َلِع َأْعَالُه ِإْن َذَهْبَت تُِقيُمُه َكَسْرَتُه َواْستَـْوُصوا اِبلنَِّساِء فَِإنَّ اْلَمْرأََة ُخِلَقْت ِمْن ِضَلٍع  َوِإنَّ َأْعَوَج َشْىٍء ِيف الضِّ
 َوِإْن تـَرَْكَتُه َملْ يـََزْل َأْعَوَج اْستَـْوُصوا اِبلنَِّساِء َخْريًا

“I enjoin you to treat women well, for the woman was created from a rib and the 
most curved part of the rib is its highest point. If you try to straighten it, you will 
break it. If you leave it as it is, it will remain bent. Thus, I enjoin you to be good to 
women.” [Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 3153, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 1468] 
 
The Noble Station of the Woman is Also Seen in: 
-Islām granting the woman the right to inheritance over 1000 years before other nations 
granted this right. 
- The Qurʿān being in the custody of a woman - ʿĀʾishah (رضى هللا عنها) 
- The responsibility of conveying a significant portion of the Sunnah was given to 
women - ʿĀʾishah ( عنها هللا رضى ) and others. 
 
Our Dīn Is Based Upon Wisdom and Not Upon Deficient Intellect: 
Our society places roles in individuals’ hands, and so too, every individual in our dīn has 
a specific role. We are often questioned, how is Islām’s treatment of women. Regarding 
the Ākhirah and their reward with Allāh, men and women are equal, but in the dunya, 
wisdom dictates that a man and woman are different. This notion is even recognized by 
the kuffār who authored books such as, “Men Are From Mars and Women Are From 
Venus”. 
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Naturally, if there are two different entities, it is only from wisdom that roles be allocated 
to them that are relevant to their nature, and when these roles are fulfilled, we have a 
beautiful equilibrium within our society. Our dīn is based on wisdom not upon a deficient 
intellect. A parent is not treated in the same manner as a child. Parents have roles and 
children have roles. 
 
Issues a Woman Should Concern Herself with Regarding Her Roles: 
1. She should make rectification of herself first; be careful concerning herself. 

Women are a fitnah to men and to themselves.  
 
Abū Saʿīd al-Khudrī reported that the Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said,  
 

نـَْيا ِإنَّ  نـَْيا فَاتـَُّقوا تـَْعَمُلونَ  َكْيفَ   فـَيَـْنظُرُ  ِفيَها ُمْسَتْخِلُفُكمْ  اهللََّ  َوِإنَّ  َخِضَرةٌ  ُحْلَوةٌ  الدُّ  أَوَّلَ  فَِإنَّ  النَِّساءَ  َواتـَُّقوا الدُّ
َنةِ   النَِّساءِ  ِيف  َكاَنتْ   ِإْسرَائِيلَ  َبِين  ِفتـْ

“The world is sweet and green (alluring) and verily Allāh is going to install you as 
a vicegerent in it in order to see how you act. So, avoid the allurement of women: 
verily, the first trial for the people of ʾIsrāʾīl was caused by women.” [Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 
2742] 
 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said,  

َنًة َأَضرَّ َعَلى   الّرَِجاِل من النَِّساءَما تـَرَْكُت بـَْعِدي ِفتـْ
“I have not left a trial after me more harmful to men than women.” [Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 
4808, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 2740] 
 
Narrated by Abū Saʿīd al-Khudrī that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:  
 

ْقَن، فَِإّينِ  ُتْكِثْرَن اللَّْعَن،  "فـَُقْلَن َوِمبَ َ� َرُسوَل اهللَِّ قَاَل  ."أُرِيُتُكنَّ َأْكثـََر َأْهِل النَّاِر َ� َمْعَشَر النَِّساِء َتَصدَّ
 َوَتْكُفْرَن اْلَعِشَري،
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“O womenfolk, give charity, for I have seen that you are from the majority of the 
inhabitants of Hellfire.” They said: "Why is that, O Messenger of Allāh?" He said: “You 
curse frequently and you are ungrateful to your husbands.” [Al-Bukhārī] 
 
Women’s Condemnation to the Hellfire is from Allāh’s Justice: 
This condemnation is not due to her being a woman, but to certain characteristics such 
as cursing and ingratitude. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is not saying that women deserve the hellfire, 
but rather he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is informing of a reality to come just as when he informed of certain 
realities at the end of time, such as the narration of the huge, fat man who will come on 
the Day of Judgment weighing less than a mosquito wing in the sight of Allāh, and the 
narration of Ibn Masʿūd’s thin legs which will weigh heavier on the Mizān than Mount 
Uḥud. 
 
Regarding the women being condemned to the hellfire, this is only to inform us of what 
Allāh has informed the prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and Allāh is not unjust to anyone! 
 
Allāh ( و تعاىلسبحانه  ) says, 

 ﴿ َوَال َيْظِلُم َربَُّك َأَحًدا﴾
 “And your Lord treats no one with injustice.” 

 [Sūrah Al-Kahf; 18:49] 
 
On the Day of Judgement, every individual will realize that what they received is what 
they deserved. All human beings on the Day of Judgement will be dealt with either ʿadl 
(justice) or faḍl (virtue). 
 
2. She should seek knowledge; rectification cannot be done without knowledge! 
Sisters should strive to increase their knowledge. How else is she going to teach her 
children? How is she going to enjoin the good and forbid the evil? She should strive to 
emulate the noble women around the Messenger of Allāh (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) namely, ʿĀʾishah 
 Umm Sulaym ,(رضى هللا عنها) an ʿālimah and a dāʿiyah, Umm Salamah – (رضى هللا عنها)
 These were women of .(رضى هللا عنها) Maimūnah ,(رضى هللا عنها) Ḥāfṣah ,(رضى هللا عنها)
knowledge and understanding, women who even used to advise the prophet himself 
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 as seen when Umm Salamah advised the prophet at the Treaty of Ḥudaybiyyah to (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
shave his head and carry out his sacrifice despite his companions’ disobedience of him.  
 
3. She should nurture herself upon correct speech and eloquence! 
She should equip herself with what will facilitates ease in speaking correctly which 
ultimately returns back to knowledge. She should study the Arabic Language and 
become proficient in speaking it. She should become familiar with the books of the 
scholars even if it is one book, and study it and understand it. She should become 
proficient in the Science of Ṣarf (Morphology). If she is an English speaker, she should 
perfect her grammar and increase her vocabulary in her native language so she can 
communicate more effectively. All of this, Shaykh ʿUthaymīn connects this to the fact 
that they are going to be teachers so they can convey their message more successfully. 
 
4. She should adorn herself with Ḥikmah! 
Ḥikmah is to put something in its correct and proper place and this requires knowledge- 
knowledge of the sunnah of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). It is a common misunderstanding that 
ḥikmah is to use gentleness in every affair. Even though often times ḥikmah revolves 
around gentleness, it is not restricted to gentleness. If ḥikmah is to put something in its 
correct and proper place, then it is not from ḥikmah to be gentle in affairs where 
firmness is required. The best source of the ḥikmah of the believer is the Sunnah of the 
Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 
 
Examples From the Sunnah Showing the Prophet’s (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Wisdom: 
There are numerous examples where the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) dealt with his companions and 
even the kuffār with ḥikmah and noble character, as Allāh says about him (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): 
 

 ﴿َوِإنََّك َلَعَلٰى ُخُلٍق َعِظيٍم ﴾
 “And Verily you (O Muḥammad) are of noble character.” 

 [Sūrah Al-Qalam; 68:4] 
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Ḥadith #1 – The Bedouin Man Who Urinated in the Masjid: 
The Prophet’s (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) wisdom is exemplified in the manner in which he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) dealt with the 
Bedouin man who urinated in the masjid. Even though the companions were upset and 
wanted to stop him, the Prophet prevented them from interrupting, allowed him to finish 
and then called him aside and taught him saying,  

 
َا ِهَي ِلذِْكِر اهللَِّ َعزَّ َوجَ   لَّ َوالصََّالِة َوِقرَاَءِة ِإنَّ َهِذِه اْلَمَساِجَد َال َتْصُلُح ِلَشْىٍء ِمْن َهَذا اْلبَـْوِل َوَال اْلَقَذِر ِإمنَّ

  اْلُقْرآنِ 
“These mosques are not the places meant for urine and filth, but are only for the 
remembrance of Allāh, prayer and the recitation of the Qurʿān.” [Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 285] 
 
From His (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Wisdom: 

1. He prevented his ʿawrah from being exposed 
2. He prevented urine from spreading around the masjid  
3. He calmed the man allowing him to take and accept advice and by extension, 

instilled love in the man’s heart for the messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).  
 
Ḥadith #2 – The Man Who Had Relations with His Wife During Ramaḍān: 
The Prophet’s (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) wisdom is also seen in the way he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) dealt with the man who had 
relations with his wife during the day of Ramaḍān. Not only did he not scold him, he 
cheerfully provided him with the dates for his kaffārah.  
 
Ḥadith #3 – The Man Who Sneezed in the Prayer: 
The Prophet’s (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) wisdom is also seen in how he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) dealt with Muʿāwīyah ibn al-
Ḥakam who responded to the sneeze during the ṣalāh. He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) waited for the ṣalāh to 
finish, then he took Muʿāwīyah aside and taught him, 
 

َا النَّاسِ  َكَالمِ   ِمنْ  َشْيءٌ  ِفيَها َيْصُلحُ  َال  الصََّالةَ  َهِذهِ  ِإنَّ  قَالَ    اْلُقْرآنِ  َوِقرَاَءةُ  َوالتَّْكِبريُ  التَّْسِبيحُ  ُهوَ  ِإمنَّ
 
“Talking to people is not fitting during the prayer, for it consists of glorifying 
Allāh, declaring His Greatness and recitation of the Qurʿān or words to that 
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effect.” Such was the wisdom of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), that the man said, “I declare that 
neither before him nor after him have I seen a leader who gave better instruction 
than he for whom I would give my father and mother as ransom. I swear that he 
did not scold, beat or revile me…”  [Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 537] 
 
5. She should give Ḥusn Al-Tarbiyyah (Good Nurturing)! 
There are many areas a believing woman should give Ḥusn al-Tarbiyyah to others. First 
and foremost, her duty is to her children. Afterwards others include - reverts, young 
sisters growing in the community, children of other sisters, her students if she teaches in 
a school, her students if she is a dāʿī or if she is in a situation where she has to convey 
the truth.  
 
Ḥusn al-Tarbiyyah returns to seeking knowledge – knowing what to teach, knowing how 
to teach and knowing the state of the audience. This is similar to the affair of her giving 
daʿwah. Shaykh ʿUthaymīn points out three things that a dāʿī should know and 
understand: 

1. They should know what they are calling to – i.e., being familiar with Islām. 
2. They are familiar with how to call – certain principles related to giving daʿwah. 
3. They are familiar with the state of those they are calling to. 

 
Ḥadith of Muʿādh ibn Jabal (رضي هللا عنه): 
When the prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) sent Muʿādh ibn Jabal to Yemen, he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) informed him of their 
state – the People of the Book. He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said,  
 

ُ َوَأّينِ َرُسوُل اهللَِّ ِإنََّك أَتِْيت قـَْوًما ِمْن َأْهِل اْلِكَتاِب    َفاْدُعُهْم ِإَىل َشَهاَدِة َأْن َال ِإَلَه ِإالَّ اهللَّ
“Verily, you are going to a people among The People of the Book, so let the 
first thing you call them to, be to testify that there is no God but Allāh and that 
I am the Messenger of Allāh…” [Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4347, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 19] 
 
When giving daʿwah, it is important to know the state of the people – who they are, their 
belief, the extent of their jāhil and kufr, their age group, their ethnicity, their background 
(land) etc. It helps us to become acquainted with the individual and their character. It 
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aids in what to say and what to avoid, eg. avoiding things that will be offensive in that 
culture etc – these are all factors in giving effective daʿwah. 
 

 وصلى هللا علي نبينا حممد وعلى آله وصحبه وسلم


